DUMFRIES &

ALLOWAY



http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found


http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found


http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found

























viii INTRODUCTION.

It is the latter of these objects that I have set before
me. Recent and abler writers have yielded to the fascin-
ation of romantic legend and shadowy tradition, and if,
as is not unlikely, disappointment be encountered by
those who shall search these pages in vain for such
charming incidents as that of Bruce and the Spider,
or such blood - curdling episodes as the execution of
Maclellan of Bomby by the Black Douglas, my excuse
lies in the absence of satisfactory evidence to the alleged
facts. The bias of early historians may be traced in the
contradictory accounts they give of the same incidents,
and the dawn of literature in our land was too feeble
to allow fables, errors, or falsehoods to be “nailed to
the counter” at once. Indeed it is not the nature of
these myths to spring into existence full - feathered.
They are the product of slow incubation and gradual
fledging. The wild stories told by Blind Harry about
Wallace, and by Boece and Buchanan about Bruce,
have no place in the earlier chronicles. Statements in
the chronicles themselves must often be taken with
great reserve ; with how much greater reserve must
those stores be accepted which have passed from lip
to lip of generations, without even the frail check upon
human prejudice and passion which is provided by the
printing-press and editor’s desk.

But the time is not unfitting for an impartial and
dispassionate review of the course of events and social
change in Dumfriesshire and Galloway, concise enough
to be within reach of those connected with the south-
west, conscientious enough to be relied on as a text-
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book for easy reference, and leaving undisturbed, save
where necessity arises for dispelling fallacy, the accum-
ulations of fable and tradition which have gathered over
the past.

The ballad literature of the south-west is so profuse
and picturesque, and so closely woven into the true
story of our country, that I have found it difficult to
refrain from quoting it at greater length than I have
done. But to have indulged in wide excursions in
the field so thoroughly worked by Allan Cunning-
ham, Sir Walter Scott, and the late Professor Veitch,
would have swelled the present work far beyond its
prescribed scope and size.

The narrative has not been brought beyond the
close of the eighteenth century, because no one re-
quiring information about events since that time need
be at any loss for authoritative records. The changes
during the present century have, indeed, been sweeping
and rapid, but they have not been violent, and to trace
their course would take a great part of the space which
I have thought it better economy to devote to those
centuries where the light is less full and more con-
flicting. But in spite of the alteration brought about
in the outward aspect of the country by improved
agriculture and the development of railways, and in
the social condition of its inhabitants by education
and by a franchise repeatedly extended, the south-
western counties of Scotland have not lost all traces
“of earlier ages. Witness to the continuity of its eth-
nology is borne by the prevalence among the popula-



























2 THE SELGOVA. [79.

It was probably during the summer of 79 (though here
again intefpreters greatly differ) that operations were direc-
ted against the Selgove, a branch of the Brigantes dwell-
ing on the north shore of the Solway as far as the Nith,
occupying what is now Dumfriesshire ; and beyond them to
the west of that river, which Ptolemy called the Novios,
against the Novante.

The name Selgove or Elgove has been compared with the
Gaelic sealy (shallug), in its aspirated form sZealg (hallug), the
chase, suggesting that this tribe was known as * the Hunters.”
No more reliance may be placed on this than is due to a
plausible guess. It is possible, however, that in Ptolemy’s
Selgove exists a form of the name now written Solway,
formerly Sulwe. But the only Gaelic name for this estuary
preserved to us is that found in the Irish Life of Adamnan,
where an account is given of Adamnan’s mission to Saxonland
in 687 to recover some Irish captives. ¢ Adamnan went to
demand the prisoners, and put in at Zrack? Romra. The
strand is long, and the flpod rapid—so rapid, that if the best
steed in Saxonland, ridden by the best horseman, were to
start from the edge of the tide when it begins to flow, he could
only bring his rider ashore by swimming, so extensive is the
strand and so impetuous is the tide.” Z7ackt is the Gaelic
tragh, a strand, but the meaning of Romra is lost. The
Solway corresponds with Ptolemy’s Ituna Astusis, estuary of
the Ituna or Eden (?).

As for the name Novante, it is evidently formed from
the river Novios, just as Beeda, six centuries later, wrote
of this western tribe as Niduarii—people of the Nid or
Nith.

Agricola seems, then, to have subdued the Selgove and
Novante, and introduced them to some of the customs of
civilisation, before carrying his arms in the following season of
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8o against a different race;! although some historians have
interpreted a passage in Tacitus to mean that the Selgove and
Novante were not dealt with until Agricola’s fifth season’s
campaign. The statement of Tacitus is as follows: “In the
fifth year of Agricola’s expeditions, having first embarked on
board ship, he subdued in many successful encounters tribes
unknown before that time, and that part of Britain which looks
towards Ireland.” Now this could only refer to one of two
parts of the coast of North Britain—namely, the Rhinns of
Galloway and the promontory of Cantyre—the only parts of
Scotland from which Ireland is plainly visible. When it is con-
sidered that Agricola’s operations in his fourth campaign were:
chiefly confined to strengthening by a line of forts? the north-
ern frontier of the territory annexed to the province in the
campaign of the third summer, a frontier which was drawn
from the Forth near Borrowstounness to Old Kilpatrick on the
Clyde, it is much more likely that, as Skene believed, he crossed
the Firth of Clyde in his fifth summer, and, marching through
Cowal and Cantyre, viewed Ireland from the shores of the
Atlantic, than that he so long delayed the conquest of Gallo-
way.® He was far too skilful a master of strategy to have
left the warlike Selgovée and Novante to threaten his line
of communication. Besides, Tacitus uses an expression in
describing the advance in the second summer which im-
plies that it lay along the sea-coast rather than through the
heart of the country,—estuaria ac silvas ipse pratentare—
to feel his way in person among the estuaries and forests
—exactly describing progress along the Solway towards the
Irish Sea.

On the whole, therefore, the most probable interpretation

1 ¢¢Novas gentes aperuit.”—Tacitus.
2 ¢“Quod tum preesidiis firmabatur.”—Tacitus.
3 Celtic Scotland, vol. i. p. 47.
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of the chronology of Tacitus indicates the subjugation of
Dumfriesshire and Galloway as the work of Agricola’s second
season in Britain.

Over the ethnography of Selgove and Novante much con-
troversy has taken place. It is probable that on the shores
of Solway, as in the rest of the British Isles, there was at one
time an aboriginal race, small and dark-haired, which early
Greek writers describe as being replaced by the larger-limbed,
fairer-skinned Celts. The early Irish historical legends con-
tain numerous allusions to this people, generally known as
Firbolg. But as it cannot be affirmed that any trace of these
has been identified, either in the traditions or sepulchral
remains of this particular district, further speculation about
them is for the present futile. The fairest inference from the
majority of place-names in Novantia—now Galloway—as well
as from the oldest recorded personal names, is that it was
long inhabited by people of the Goidelic or Gaelic branch
of Celts, speaking the same language, no doubt with some
dialectic variation, as the natives of Ireland and the rest of
what is now Scotland* The Cymric or Welsh speech, which
was afterwards diffused among the Britons of Dumfriesshire
and Strathclyde, did not prevail to dislodge innumerable
place-names in the Goidelic language which still remain
within the territory of the Strathclyde Britons. That the
people who dwelt longest in Galloway spoke neither the
Welsh form of Celtic nor the Pictish dialect of Gaelic, may be
inferred from the absence of any certain traces of either of
these languages among their names of places. Yet, as will be
shown hereafter, they bore the name of Picts long after it had

4 Reginald of Durham, writing in the twelfth century, has preserved one
word of Galloway Pictish. He says that certain clerics of Kirkcudbright
were called scollofthes in the language of the Picts. This is a rendering of
the Latin scolasticus, differing not greatly from the Erse and Gaelic scolog,
more widely from the Welsh yscolkeic.



THE NIDUARIAN PICTS. 5

fallen into disuse in other parts of Scotland. They were
Picts, yet not the same as northern Picts dwelling beyond the
Mounth, nor as the southern Picts dwelling between the
Mounth and the Forth; Gaels, yet not of one brotherhood
with other Gaels—a distinction emphasised by the name
given to them of Gallgaidhe! or stranger Gaels. This term
became in the Welsh speech Gallwyddel (dd sounds like ¢
in “this”), whence the name of Galloway, which still denotes
the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright and the shire or county of
Wigtown.

Not much light is thrown on the early ethnography of this
part of Scotland by the geography of Claudius Ptolemeeus,
who surveyed the country at the beginning of the second
century, and probably derived much of his information from
those who served under Agricola and his successors in com-
mand ; nevertheless a large proportion of the place-names
given by him are obviously Latinised or Hellenised versions
of Celtic. Thus, of the four towns assigned by Ptolemy to
the Selgovee, Trimontium, corresponding in position to Birrens-
wark, where remains-of both native and Roman earthworks
may be traced, has been commonly applied to the Eildon
Hills, from the irresistible suggestion of #res montes, triple
peak. But the prefix is far more likely to be the common
Gaelic #7eam#, or Welsh Zre or ¢ref, and the name was probably
in Welsh #re mynydd, or in Gaelic treamlr monaidk, signifying
“hill village.”® Uxellon, near the mouth of the Nith, was
probably Wardlaw Hill,% and is a Greek rendering of the
Welsh wuckel, high, which remains in such names as Ochiltree,?

5 The same prefix occurs in Troqueer, Traquair, Terregles (formerly
Travereaglis), and many other names in this district.

6 Wardlaw, the watch-hill : in later years the rallying-place of the
Maxwells, wardens of the Western Marches, whose slogan was ¢ Bide

Wardlaw ! ”
7 Uchel tre, high village or farm,
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the Ochils, &c. Corda appears to have been Sanquhar, and
to retain as a prefix the same syllable caer, which the modern
name bears as a suffix.® Carbantorigon, assigned by Ptolemy
to a position between the Nith and the Dee, also contains the
syllable caer or cathair (caher), and may possibly be the
notable earthwork now known as the Moat of Utr, or, locally,
as the King’s Mount.

Unluckily for our knowledge of the ancient topography of
Galloway, the distribution of the tribes bordering on the
Solway, and the situation of the chief strongholds, Ptolemy’s
survey was dislocated by an extraordinary blunder, affecting
the south-west of Scotland more severely than any other part
of the British Isles. All that part of the island of Britain lying
north of the Tweed is canted at right angles to the rest towards
the east ; Novantum chersonesus, now the Rhinns of Galloway,
is made to lie towards the north-east instead of south by west,
and the extremity of it, Novantum promontorium, now the
Mull of Galloway, is made to appear the northernmost point
of Caledonia instead of the southernmost. It is as though
maps of South and North Britain had been drawn on separate
sheets and afterwards pasted together, the sheet of North
Britain being laid sidewise instead of endwise. To put this
right, the geographer has exaggerated the length of the Solway
Firth from 70 to nearly 200 miles.?

Making due allowance for this derangement of distances
and inversion of the points of the compass, it is still possible
to recognise some of the chief features, natural and artificial.
To the north, as Ptolemy put it, but really to the west, of
Novius or the Nith, is Deva or the Kirkcudbright Dee. Then

8 Sanquhar=Gaelic, sean cathair (caher), old fortress, a name which
indicates its antiquity, even in Gaelic times, as a place of defence.

? See “ Analysis of the Ptolemaic Geography of Scotland,” by the late
Captain F. W. L. Thomas, R.N., in the Proceedings of the Society of
Antiquaries of Scotland, vols. xi. and xii.
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comes Iene Astuarium, as it is written in later editions,
corresponding with Wigtown Bay ; but, as Skene has pointed
out,! this is rendered Fines Astus by the earlier copyists,
and may possibly denote the limit or jfinis of Agricola’s
advance in his second campaign. It is noteworthy that the
river forming this estuary and dividing the county of Wigtown
from the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright is called at this day the
Cree, written Creth in the thirteenth century, a name which
seems to be formed of the Gaelic ¢ziock (creegh), a boundary.
The next river mentioned is named Abravannus, corresponding
with the Luce, flowing into Abravannus Sinus or Luce Bay.
This is obviously a Latinised form of the Gaelic aber amhuinn
(avun), mouth of the river. The last inlet within the con-
fines of Galloway is Rerigonius Sinus, of which name, Rerigon,
a contracted form, survives in Loch Ryan.?

Besides Carbantorigon, which seems to have been actually
within the territory of the Novante, though assigned by
Ptolemy to the Selgove, two other towns (moAets or oppida)
are given by him as belonging to the first-named tribe—
AovromeBia or Lucopibia, on the eastern promontory of
Wigtownshire, and Rhetigonium, obviously intended for Reri-
gonium, standing on the shore of Rerigonius Sinus or Loch
Ryan. Camden identified Lucopibia with Whithorn—and
perhaps he was right, for within a mile of that town is a well-
preserved Roman camp, the only one remaining in Wigtown-
shire ; but he is led far astray when he goes on to account for
the modern name, Whithorn, the Anglo-Saxon Zwit @rn, as
arising out of Lucopibia.® That was conferred two hundred

1 Celtic Scotland, vol. i. p. 66, note.

2 The lake or ford of Reon, in the early Welsh poems.

3 ¢ Neirunto this (Vigtoune) Ptolemee placed the city Leucophibia,
therafter the episcopall seat of St Ninian, wich Beda calleth Candida

Casa, and wee now in this same sense Whithorne. What say you then if
Ptolemee, after his maner, translated that name in Greeke Aevka oikidia,
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and fifty years later than Ptolemy’s day, when Ninian built his
church of St Martin, which Ailred said was the first building
of stone and lime in Britain. Of course this could only be
said truly of that particular part of Britain, where it is likely
enough that the novel structure would earn the title of White
House or Candida Casa, from its contrast with the dark native
dwellings of mud and wattle.

Too much reliance, however, must not be placed on the
exact localities indicated by Ptolemy, because, besides the
exaggeration of distances in the Solway district, which makes
it necessary to divide every measurement by three, the unit of
his notation was usually ten miles, so that there is uncertainty
in the exact position of every town to the extent of nineteen
miles.

Skene observes that ‘the remains of the numerous Roman
camps and stations which are still to be seen in this district,
comprising the counties of Dumfries, Kirkcudbright, and
Wigtown, attest the extent to which Agricola had penetrated
through that country and garrisoned it with Roman troops.” *
Herein this usually cautious writer has been betrayed into a
statement which will not bear investigation. In Dumfriesshire
there are, indeed, several remains of Roman work, but in
Galloway those which can with certainty be assigned to that
nation are few and far between. The rectangular intrench-
ments at Dunrod, Carse Moat, and Carminnow, in the
Stewartry of Kirkcudbright, seem to be Roman work, but
they are very small, and could only accommodate detached
companies ; and the camp at Rispain, near Whithorn, was
probably not constructed for more than 300 or 400 legionaries,

that is, Whitt-houses (instead whereof the transcribers have thrust upone
us Leucophibia), wich the picts termed Candida Casa.” —Camden’s,
Britannia,

4 Celtic Scotland, vol. i. p. 43.



http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found
ROMAN REMAINS. 9

with auxiliaries, or 1000 men in all. No Roman road, such
as invariably marked permanent occupation, has been traced
west of the Nith, nor is there any evidence to justify the
name of Roman attached to a fine bridge thrown across
the Minnock near Minniwick. No road or trace of pave-
ment is visible on either side of it, where the unbroken
heath stretches for miles, and the most that can be said
is that the bold arch and solid masonry recall the char-
acter of undoubted Roman work elsewhere. The intract-
able nature of the native stone of Galloway, hard Silurian
greywacke and granite, might account for the absence of
Roman inscriptions ; nothing of Roman manufacture has yet
turned up within the province save portable objects of metal
or pottery, such as might be stolen or taken in barter by
the natives.

On the whole, therefore, there is negative evidence to weigh
against the prolonged occupation of Galloway by the Romans,
though, as will be seen, it was nominally part of the province
until their final departure from Britain, and troops were sent
on service there from time to time. The infrequency of Roman
remains in Galloway is all the more significant in the presence
of abundant traces of native habitations and strongholds. In
no part of Britain are there greater numbers of hill - forts,
mote - hills, earthworks, burial cairns, hut - circles, and lake-
dwellings. Implements of stone, bronze, and iron, ornaments
of gold, bronze, and earthenware, have been recovered in
great numbers from almost every parish ; but the objects of
Roman manufacture hitherto discovered in Galloway have
been out of all proportion to native productions. Everything
points to the presence of a numerous native population for a
prolonged period ; and although much uncertainty must always
prevail as to the approximate dates of dwellings and manu-
factured objects surviving from the time before Scotland
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became united' under one crown, diligent antiquaries have of
late years recovered unmistakable evidence of the mode of life
among the natives during the Roman occupation.

But if the Romans have left few traces of permanent occu-
pation in the country of the Novantee or Atecott Picts,
evidence of their former presence is more abundant in that
of the Selgove. There are, indeed, no remains of the im-
portance of those underlying the neighbouring city of
Luguvallium (Carlisle), and lying along the course of Had-
rian’s great wall, but the earthworks on Birrens attest the
former presence of a large body of imperial troops for a
prolonged period.®

On the Ordnance Survey maps of Dumfriesshire various
fragments of ancient highways are marked as Roman. These

5 While these pages were being written in the summer of 1893, a sys-
tematic exploration of the Roman camp at Birrens was being conducted by
the Society of Scottish Antiquaries, under the direction of Dr Christison
and Dr Macdonald. A full report on the important discoveries made last
year, as well as those of previous years, will appear in the volume of the
Society’s ¢ Proceedings’ to be published in 1897. Meanwhile mention may
be made of a tablet of singular interest bearing the following inscription :—

IMP CAES*T A....ADR
AN....NINO°*AVG*....NT:

MAX ... TR POT * XVI * COS IIII
COH*II....R*°MIL " EQ®C-L
SVB-IVI...... LEG * AVG * PR ' PR *

The tablet was found in fragments at the bottom of the well in the camp,
but it is not difficult to supply most of the missing letters, and Dr Mac-
donald has interpreted the inscription as follows: ¢‘In the reign of the
Emperor Cesar Titus £lius Hadrianus Antoninus Augustus [Pius], Father
of his Country, Chief Pontiff, invested with the tribunitial power sixteen
times, four times consul, the Second Cohort of Tungrians, a thousand strong,
of which a due proportion is cavalry, and in possession of the privilege of
Latin citizenship, (erected this) under Jul . . . . Legate of the Emperor
as Governor (of Britain).”

Unfortunately the missing letters after IVI in the last line deprive us of
an opportunity of supplying a blank in the list of Roman governors of
Britain after Lollius Urbicus. Antoninus Pius became tribune for the six-
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have lately been the subject of critical examination at the
hands of Dr Macdonald® He divides them into four
sections :—

1. The Lower Annandale road, of which four parts are
shown in the Ordnance map—‘“one in Kirkpatrick-Fleming,
about three-quarters of a mile long; another in Hoddam,
upwards of a mile; a third partly in Hoddam and partly in
Tundergarth, nearly two miles; and a fourth in Dryfesdale,
about a quarter of a mile.”? These fragments mark the most
natural route from the western border to the valley of the
Clyde, leading close past the great camp of Birrens.®

2. The Upper Annandale road, running from Gallaberry
Hill along the east bank of Annan through Applegarth into
Wamphray, across the Evan into Lanarkshire. Dr Mac-
donald cut several sections across this road in the summer
of 1893 ; but though it was found to be covered with a layer
of small stones above a layer of larger ones, the nearest ap-

teenth time in A.D. 153 ; in other words, that was the sixteenth year of his
reign, and presumably the date of the inscription.
A beautifully decorated altar found in the same place bore the following
inscription :— DISCIP-
AN Ve G
CHON HE LT
TVNGR:
VISR CI
which reads as follows : ““To the Discipline of the Emperor, the Second
Cohort of Tungrians, a thousand strong, with a due proportion of cavalry,
and in possession of the privilege of Latin citizenship, (erected this).”
Among other inscriptions is one by the celebrated Sixth Legion, “ Victrix,
Pia, Fidelis,” which formed part of the garrison of Britain for so long.
8 Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, vol. xxiii.,
session 1893-94, p. 298. 7 Ibid., p. 299.
¥ At Birrens were discovered in 1731 a statue of the goddess Brigantia,
an altar dedicated to Mercury, and the inscribed pedestal of a statue of
Mercury (Clerk’s ¢ Memoirs of My Life,” pp. 138-140 and 222). These are
now in the National Museum of Antiquities, where also may be seen a
small bronze statuette of Mercury, found some years ago on the farm of
Blairbuy, parish of Glasserton, Wigtownshire.
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proach to a pavement consisted in large flat stones placed for
a breadth of 6 or 7 feet along the west side of the road,
and a single row of large stones along the east side.

3. The Nithsdale road is marked on the map a little to the
north-west of Lochmaben, and again in Tinwald parish not
far from Lochmaben. It reappears as the Well Path in the
north of Durisdeer parish.

4. The Cairn valley road is an isolated fragment on high
ground “overlooking the sources of the Ken, the Skarr, the
Shinnel, and the Dalwhat ;”? but its connection with a Roman
origin is extremely slender. The conclusion is that, although
the first three of these roads correspond with the lines which
would naturally be chosen in the formation of highways by
Agricola and his successors, there is very little, if anything,
in their structural remains to identify them with Roman
work.

Domitian, jealous of Agricola’s success in subduing North
Britain, recalled him to Rome in the year 87. In effect,
the whole fruits of eight years’ hard fighting were thrown
away. Lucullus, who succeeded to Agricola’s command, was
put to death by order of Domitian: the native tribes re-
entered the territory whence they had been driven, or re-
sumed possession where they had been kept in subjection,
and the Roman province of Britain shrank behind the northern
boundary beyond which Agricola had first penetrated.

Nothing is known of events in North Britain in general, or
Dumfriesshire and Galloway in particular, until the year 117,
when Hadrian became emperor. It is supposed that the
tribes north of the Forth had broken through the line of forts
erected by Agricola, and overrun much of the land secured
by him, and that the Brigantes had been pressing upon the

® Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, vol. xxiii.,
session 1893-94, p. 317.
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Roman outposts in attempts to regain the territory from which
they had been driven in the reigns of Claudius and Vespasian.
At all events there was disturbance enough to cause Hadrian
to visit Britain in person in the year 120, when he built the
celebrated wall which bears his name, marking off the northern
limit of the province on a line between Solway and the mouth
of the Tyne.

But though this great rampart was undoubtedly intended
to be permanent, the necessity for constantly annexing new
territory was forced upon the Roman colonists as irresistibly
as the British Government find to be the case at the present
day in South Africa. Those restless exiles, the Brigantes,
broke out again in insurrection in the year 139, and Lollius
Urbicus was sent by the Emperor Antonine to subdue them.
Once more the frontier of the province was extended north-
wards, to the line chosen by Agricola between the Firths of
Forth and Clyde, and the forts constructed by that general
were connected by an earthen barrier now known as the
wall of Antonine.

Considerable difference of interpretation has been put on
the scanty records of this period. Skene, founding on the
discovery of an inscription to the goddess Brigantia, dis-
covered at Middlebie, within the territory of the Selgove
of Dumfriesshire, assumes affinity, or at least permanent
alliance, between the Brigantes and the Selgove, if not also
the Novante of Galloway.! Professor Rhys, on the other
hand, interprets the Greek author, Pausanias, who wrote the
chronicle of this war, in a different sense.? Pausanias states
that the Romans attacked the Brigantes because they had
invaded a people tributary to Rome which he calls % Tevovvia
molpa, the Genunian sept. This name is curiously like one

1 Celtic Scotland, vol. i. p. 71.
2 Celtic Britain. By Professor J. Rhys. London, 1882.
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applied by Adamnan, six centuries later, to a people of the
West Highlands opposite Skye—namely, Geona cokors, the
Geonian sept; but, of course, as the Brigantes never were
in the Highlands, an explanation must be sought elsewhere.
Professor Rhys detects in the Brigantes a people of Brythonic
or Welsh stock, the progenitors of the Britons of Strathclyde,
and suggests that the Genunians were none other than the
Novantze of Galloway, tributary to Rome and hereditary
enemies of the Brythonic branch of Celts. After all, the
evidence is very slender on either side, and it has to be
confessed that the student is here reduced to something like
pure conjecture.

There is, indeed, this to be said for Professor Rhys’s view :
during many centuries later than this time the Galloway Picts
were at deadly enmity with the inhabitants of Strathclyde,
evidence of which remains to this day in a remarkable ram-
part known as the Deil's Dyke. Train, the correspondent of
Sir Walter Scott, and the chief source of that writer’s acquaint-
ance with Galloway lore and topography, accomplished a
minute survey of this work, and his report on it was printed
in the appendix to Mackenzie’s ¢ History of Galloway.’® It is
valuable because of the great changes effected by agriculture
during the course of the present century, and enough of the
Dyke still remains to satisfy us as to the fidélity with which
Train described those parts which have disappeared since he
wrote. The Deil’s Dyke begins, says Train, on the east
shore of Loch Ryan, on the farm of Beoch, thence by Braid
Fell, Cairnzerran, Kilfeather, across Derry,* by the north end
of Loch Maberry, Kirkcalla, Ochiltree, and Glenvernoch.®

3 The History of Galloway. By the Rev. W. Mackenzie. 2 vols.
Kirkcudbright, 1841.

4 Doire (dirry), a wood, especially of oaks ; a waste.

5 Gleann bhearnack (varnagh), the gapped glen.
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Between Ochiltree and Glenvernoch, Train notes, the Dyke
“runs from the east side of the loch to the summit of the
hill, where there are the remains of a watch-tower made of
very large stones.” This has since been used as a quarry for
building field walls, and has disappeared, and so has a circular
fort, 192 yards in diameter, which Train describes, immedi-
ately above Glendochart. On the farm of Knockvill® he
traced the Dyke into the Cree, on the eastern bank of which
it enters the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright, runs through the
Camberwood, Terregan, across the moor of Drannandow,’
between the standing-stones called the Thieves and the
Nappers. “As it passes from Terregan to Drannandow, it
runs through a bog, and is only perceptible by the heather
growing long and close on the top of it; whereas on each
side of it the soil only produces rushes and moss. Near the
centre of the bog I caused the peat to be cleared away close
to the dyke, and thereby found the foundations to be several
feet below the surface.” The course from the Craw Stane of
Drannandow is noted along the south side of the hill of
Garlick, through Auchinleck,® over the south flank of Dreg-
morn, crossing the Palnure? to Talnotrie, up Craignelder,!
and so to Craigencallie? “It is very entire in the Garrary,
Clanry,® Duckieston, Largrave, and Knockreoch.” Thence
it may be traced by the Bridge of Deuch, through Muncaig,*
Auchenshinnoch,? Glencairn,® Tynron, and so to the farm of

8 Cnoc bkile (villy), hill of the great or old tree.

7 Draighnean dubk, dark blackthorns.

8 Achadlk na leac, field of flat stones.

9 Pol #’ iubkar (ure), water of the yew-trees. .
1 Creag n’ eilte, crag of the hinds (?).

2 Creag na cailleaick, the old wife’s crag.

3 Claenreact, sloping ground.

4 Moine cathag (caag), jackdaw hill (?).

5 Achadk na’ sionack (shinnagh), field of foxes.

§ Gleann carn, glen of the cairns.
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Southmains on the river Nith—in all, a course of more than
fifty miles. It will be observed that it follows a line which
lies slightly to the south of the present boundary between
Galloway and the adjacent counties of Ayr and Lanark.
Train states that Dr Clapperton of Annan traced the Dyke
through part of Annandale ; but he left no note of his survey,
and no remains are visible at this day east of the Nith. Train
describes the bank as being invariably 8 feet broad at the
base, which corresponds pretty nearly with a fragment of the
rampart which I have examined on the farm of Derry in
Penninghame parish ; but most of it has now disappeared and
been used for building fences. The fosse is on the northern
side, showing that the work was constructed by dwellers in
Galloway against the people in Ayrshire and Lanarkshire—z.e.,
Strathclyde. No doubt the bank would be strengthened with
palisades, and, fortified at intervals by watch-towers and in-
trenched camps, would be a formidable obstacle to a force
invading from the north.”

Such is, or rather was, the Deil's Dyke; and it may well
be that the Novantee or Niduarian Picts threw it up as a
defence against the Brigantes of Strathclyde. If Hadrian’s
visit was in truth brought about by the attacks of the Brig-
antes on the Novante of Galloway, tributaries to Rome, then
it suggests the idea that when that emperor originated the
device of wall-building as a defence, and shut out his tributary
Novantz from the province by building the great wall from
Solway to Tyne, he may at the same time have encouraged
them to protect themselves by a rampart of their own. The

.

7 The two extremities of the Deil’s Dyke are mentioned in the ¢ Book of
Taliessin,’ x. 50 :—
‘‘ Between Caer Rian and Caer Rywg."”

Caer Rian is Cairn Ryan on Loch Ryan; Caer Rywg is Crawick on the
Nith. Taliessin’s poems are attributed to the seventh century,
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most, however, that can be said is, that this speculation is as
likely to be right as any other.

Our knowledge of the mode of life pursued and the degree
of civilisation attained by the primitive inhabitants of south-
western Scotland would be extremely meagre if it rested on
the evidence of such terrestrial remains as have survived the
operations of agriculture and the successive replacement of
ancient structures by new dwellings occupying the old sites.
But during the last thirty years attention has been directed to
a class of habitations which have been so well preserved by
reason of the sites occupied as to remain in much the same
condition as when their inhabitants deserted them. The
presence, moreover, of articles of Roman manufacture indicate
that these dwellings were contemporary with the Roman
occupation, Antiquaries knew very little about crannogs or
lake-dwellings in Scotland, until the exploration in 1862 of
a group of them exposed by the drainage of Dowalton
Loch in the parishes of Kirkinner, Sorby, and Glasserton,
These have yielded fragments of Roman ware of the kind
usually called Samian, and in one instance a large bronze
vessel, ornamented with the head of Medusa, and bearing on
the handle a Roman maker’s name.® More than a hundred
years before the time of Agricola, Julius Ceaesar had described
the natives of Britain making use of wooden piles and marshes
in their intrenchments. Dr Munro declares his belief that
this was a universal practice among the Celts, who brought
their knowledge of it in their migration from Central and
Southern Europe.? Be this as it may, the interest aroused by
the discoveries at Dowalton, following on those in the Swiss
lakes, has resulted in finding crannogs prevalent all over Scot-

8 Found on a crannog in Dowalton in 1863. Now in the National
Museum of Antiquities, Edinburgh.
9 Lake-Dwellings of Europe. By R. Munro, M.D. London, 18g0.

P, 491.
B
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land, except in those lakes where natural islets provided
ready-made refuge; and it may be safely assumed that they
were in universal use among the Selgovee and Novante at the
time of Agricola’s invasion.

Certain conclusions may be drawn from their structure as
to the aspect of the country, and, from the objects found on
them, as to the degree of civilisation attained by the inhabi-
tants, their food, and even their clothing.

In the first place, the immense amount of material required
to build a crannog, which was a framework of massive oak
logs mortised together, filled with huge bundles of brushwood
secured by innumerable piles of oak, Scots fir, or ash, and
decked with solid oak planking, implies the presence of dense
forest in a country subsequently wholly denuded of wood.
It was estimated that in building a simple crannog which
was exposed on the drainage of Barhapple Loch, a very small
sheet of water near Glenluce, upwards of 3000 large trees
had been employed, besides those used in the erection of
dwellings on the island, and the construction of causeways
to the shore, an invariable feature in lacustrine habitations.
This crannog and the buildings on it had been destroyed by
fire, as was shown by several large prepared beams partially
burnt. Not only were trees abundant where now there are
none, except in artificial plantations, but they were of great
size. Canoes, hollowed out of solid oak-trunks, are commonly
found near crannogs ; for although the islands are connected
with the shore by causeways, these are always interrupted
at the end farthest from the shore, for purposes of defence.
Five such canoes were found among the Dowalton group,
varying in length from 25 to 21 feet. It might seem im-
possible to find at the present day in the whole of Wigtown-
shire living oaks of equal magnitude to these, unless one bears
in mind the methods still employed by primitive boat-builders,
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who wedge out a treestem during the process of hollowing, so
as to make the breadth of the boat considerably greater than
the original diameter of the trunk. :

The diet of the early inhabitants is revealed by the refuse-
heaps in these islands. They contain bones of oxen (Bos
longifrons), swine, goats (or long-horned sheep), red - deer,
and roe-deer. The marrow bones are always split. Charred
corn (resembling barley) has been found, and immense
numbers of hazel-nut shells. Bruising or pounding stones
for preparing food, and querns for grinding corn, are among
the commonest objects discovered ; but, unlike the earlier
Swiss pile-dwellings, all the Scottish crannogs which have
been examined up to this time have been inhabited by
people who knew the use of bronze and iron. The pres-
ence of heavy oak beams in the very foundation of these
structures, neatly morticed in a fashion that could not be
accomplished except with metal instruments, proves that not
only the later inhabitants, but the original builders, used iron,
or, at least, bronze. The stone axes and cutting implements
which abound on dry land must either have been made by an
earlier race ousted by the Celts who built the islands, or these
must have acquired the use of metal before the advent of the
Romans. Lumps of iron, bronze slag, and crucibles found
on some of the islands prove that the “gow” or smith was
already an important individual in the community.

Of textile fabric the only recorded instance was a piece
of coarse dark woollen stuff which the present writer him-
self took from under some stones on one of the Dowalton
crannogs, shortly after the receding water had left it bare.
Unfortunately this was afterwards mislaid and lost. A piece
of a leather shoe, with stamped ornamental pattern, was
found in one of the canoes at Dowalton, and is now in
the Edinburgh Museum. Armlets of porcelain or vitreous
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paste and jet, and beads of the same materials and of glass,
are of frequent occurrence, some of which may have been
obtained by barter, while others, judging from refuse of vit-
reous slag, seem to have been made on the spot. A pen-
annular brooch of bronze, possibly Roman, and a circular
ornament of bronze, of Celtic design, and with depressed
spaces for ckamplevé enamel (the wellknown gpus Britanni-
cum), both found in the Dowalton crannogs, testify that the
people who dwelt in these structures, which, after centuries
of submersion, now look so squalid and miserable, practised
and appreciated some of the arts of peace. Still more con-
vincing of the advanced native art of the period (if indeed
they may be assigned to this period) are an extraordinary
bronze mask with horns, found in a morass at Torrs, in the
parish of Kelton, now in the collection at Abbotsford, and
an ornamental mirror of bronze found in draining a bog at
Balmaclellan. The last-mentioned lay with several other
articles, forming four parcels, each wrapped in coarse linen
cloth, 3 feet below the surface. Both the mask and the
mirror belong to a school of art classed as late Celtic, and
they are mentioned here because, having been found in bogs,
they probably belong to the crannog period, and because
the design is of the same character as the above-mentioned
circular bronze ornament found in Dowalton.

The contents of the crannogs have been dwelt on with
greater detail than may be given to objects found on dry
land, because, from having been found in association with
Roman work, they afford indubitable evidence of the scale
of culture attained by the primitive inhabitants of the south-
west at the earliest period when they come into notice. No
such exact evidence is at hand as to the time when the
numerous land - dwellings — hill forts, hut-circles, and in-
trenched ‘“kraals” — were inbabited. Such remains are
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often found within very short distances of the lake-dwellings,
but we are reduced to bare speculation as to how far they
were contemporary with each other. Did the whole population
at one time inhabit lake-dwellings, relying on water as_their
defence against attack from human enemies and wolves? or
did part of them, as is more probable, live in booths on
land, protected by a rampart of stones or of earth strengthened
by palisade? The fact that they possessed flocks and herds,
as testified by the remains of food in their islands, implies
that these people used terrestrial and lacustrine dwellings
simultaneously ; and some part of the land-dwellings and
strongholds which can still be traced may, with tolerable cer-
tainty, be attributed to the Novante encountered by Agricola.

Massive gold ornaments have from time to time been
turned up in the course of cultivating the land, but there is
generally some doubt as to the exact localities and circum-
stances of such discoveries, owing to apprehension on the
part of the finder of the effects of the law of Treasure
Trove.! Consequently it has not yet been possible to assign
such objects to an approximate date, through ignorance of
other remains to which they were lying in juxtaposition.

! In Scotland the law of Ultimus Hares stands in place of that of
Treasure Trove in England. It is even more rigorous in its provisions, for
under it every article of whatsoever material is claimed for the Crown as
wltimus heres, or ultimate heir, of any object of which the original owner
is unknown. But it cannot be too widely understood that the Treasury has

recently minuted that the finder of any object of archzeological interest shall
receive payment of the full intrinsic value thereof.
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to Orkney, the Picts to Thule (ie, the north), and the
Scots back to Ierne, Erin or Ireland.?2 But the Atecotts
must have been a people living between the walls, and can
hardly be other than the Novantz or Niduarian Picts. These
Theodosius enrolled and sent for service on the Continent.
St Jerome mentions having seen them in Gaul, “a British
people who fed on human flesh”; but this unpleasant comment
can only have been made on hearsay, and is therefore un-
trustworthy evidence.

In entering upon the new chapter which at this date
unfolds itself in the history of Galloway, it may be well to
summarise the names under which it is believed the pagan
natives of that part of Caledonia receive mention in history—

Novante ’ . Ptolemy A.D. 120.
Genonians . . Pausanias A.D. 140.
Atecotti ; . Amm. Marcellinus
. A.D. 364.
St Jerome

The records of North Britain down to within a few years
of the close of the fourth century contain no allusion to the
introduction of Christianity. Nevertheless, that a Christian
Church existed within the Roman province of Britain from
the beginning of the fourth century at latest, has been proved
by the presence of two British bishops, Eborius of York and
Restitutus of London, at the Council of Arles in 314.3 It
is not, therefore, unreasonable to suppose that the worship
of Christ had been brought into the district between the
walls of Hadrian and Antonine during the Roman occupa-
tion. This is supported by the testimony of Ailred, who in

2 ¢“De tertio consulatu Honorii Augusti panegyris,” lines 54-56.

3 History of the Catholic Church of Scotland. By A. Bellesheim.
Translated by D, Oswald Hunter Blair, Four vols, Edinburgh, 1887.
Vol. i. p. 4.
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the twelfth century compiled the life of St Ninian, as he
himself tells us, from “a book of his life and miracles written
in the vulgar tongue.” This Ninian he declares to have
been the son of a king, a Christian, “in that region, it is
supposed, in the western part of the Island of Britain where
the ocean, stretching as an arm, and making, as it were, on
either side two angles, divideth at this day [Ze, ¢ 1150]
the realms of the Scots and the Angles, which till these
last times belonging to the Angles, is proved not only by
historical record, but by actual memory of individuals, to
have had a king of its own.”* Ninian, therefore, was a
native of the Solway shore, but whether of Cumberland, of
Dumfriesshire, or of Galloway cannot now be determined.
In the year 395, being then five-and-twenty, he was at
Rome, where he had been for some years studying for the
priesthood. In that year the Pope Siricius consecrated
Ninian as Bishop, and he started on a mission to convert the
Picts of Galloway. In this he probably received the as-
sistance of the civil as well as the ecclesiastical authorities,
for affairs had been going badly in North Britain since the
expedition of Theodosius the elder. The revolt of Maximus
and his proclamation as Emperor in Britain had taken place
in 383. In 384 he repressed the Picts and Scots who
assailed the province, but afterwards he took away all the
forces he could collect, encountered and slew the Emperor
Gratian in Gaul in 387, invaded Italy in 388, and lost his life
at the battle of Aquileia. The Atecotts assailed the British
subjects of Rome, till, in response to their appeal, Stilicho,
the famous minister of Honorius, sent a legion to their
assistance in 396. Having restored order, he followed the
example of the elder Theodosius by enrolling the Atecotts

4 Vita Niniani, c. i.
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in the Roman army, giving them the title of Honoriani, after
the Emperor Honorius. The ¢Notitia Imperii, compiled
about this time, makes mention of the following corps
stationed in Gaul, wherein the distinction between the first

and second enlistment may be traced :—

Atecotti.

Atecotti juniores Gallicani.
Atecotti Honoriani seniores.
Atecotti Honoriani juniores.

But Stilicho had plenty to do with his legions on the
Continent. The Western Empire, severed from the Eastern
on the death of Theodosius the Great in 395, was rent
with intrigue within and threatened by formidable foes with-
out. Therefore he would cordially encourage any attempt
to reduce these irrepressible Atecotts—the fierce tribes of
Novantia — to peaceable habits. Christianity had already
proved itself the surest engine of civilisation, and Ninian
set out on his mission to make Christians of the Atecotts.
He turned aside on his journey from Rome to sojourn with
Martin, Bishop of Tours, one of the most celebrated evange-
lists of his time, and landed in Galloway in 396 at the
place now known as the Isle of Whithorn. This is so
accurately described in Ailred’s Life that there cam be
little hesitation in rejecting the theory that Ninian built his
first church at Whithorn, three miles inland from the isle,
where the ruins of St Martin’s Priory now stand. “He
selected for himself a site in the place which is now termed
Witerna, which, situated on the shore of the ocean, and
extending far into the sea on the east, west, and south sides,
is closed in by the sea itself, while only on the north-is
a way open to those who would enter.” It would hardly
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be possible more minutely to describe in so few words the
peninsula on which may now be seen a small ruined church,
doubtless on the site of that erected by Ninian, of which
it seems to be a thirteenth-century reconstruction. This
must have been the original Candida Casa, the White House.
Before the building was finished news was brought to Ninian
of the death of Bishop Martin in 397, to whose memory he
forthwith dedicated the church.

The Magnum Monasterium, or Monastery of Rosnat—
Futerna of Irish writers—which within a century of Ninian’s
death became a famous seminary of secular and religious
learning, probably occupied the ground on which the ruined
priory now stands within the town of Whithorn.® But it would
be vain to search here for traces of the original building.
Extensive ruins do, indeed, remain, but the earliest part of
them do not date further back than the twelfth century. A
richly decorated doorway of late Norman work on the south
side of the nave is still in fair preservation, though it has been
sorely blemished by a groove having been ruthlessly cut througfx
the mouldings to receive the roof of a porch when the building
was used as a parish kirk after the Reformation.

Nevertheless, the persistence of tradition, often so delusive,
has been the means within the last few years of revealing
direct traces of the presence of Ninian. About three miles
west of Whithorn, and the same distance north-west of the
Isle of Whithorn, there is on the shore of Glasserton parish’
a certain cavern, which has ever been distinguished among
many similar refts in the cliff by the name of St Ninian’s Cave.
It was said that Ninian used to retire here for prayer and
meditation, but no remains of occupation were visible other
than names of visitors scrawled on the rock. In 1871

5 See Note A, Magnum Monasterium, p. 46.
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the late Dean Stanley, collecting material for his ‘Lectures
on the History of the Church of Scotland,’ visited the cave,
and a lady who accompanied him discovered, by a curious
and appropriate fortune, what may possibly be the oldest
relic of that church. This was a small Latin cross, deeply
punched out of the rock wall of the cave and thickly
overgrown with lichen. Twelve years later the members of
the Ayrshire and Galloway Archaological Association under-
took the thorough exploration of the cave, with the result
of completely verifying its repute as a place of religious resort.
The opening and much of the interior were encumbered with
rocks fallen from the roof: when these were removed by the
labours of many days, a paved floor, a wall built across the
cave mouth, and a stone stair leading down to the interior,
were exposed. A stone basin or font lay under a rill at the
door, and seventeen crosses, some of a Latin, others of a Celtic
type, were found either carved on the cave walls or on
detached stones. One of these crosses bore the fragment
of a Runic inscription. Now it is not suggested that these
remains date so far back as the fourth century; indeed

the Runes and a stone in the pavement bearing the legend,
A Y

SANCT
NI P

point to the cave having been a religious retreat in later
centuries. But there can be little doubt that its original
sanctity was derived from Bishop Ninian having resorted to it
for devotional purposes.

We seem to come nearer the actual relics of Ninian’s
mission in some inscribed stones at Kirkmadrine, in the

\
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parish of Stoneykirk.® The first of these bears beneath the

cross the legend—
HIC IACENT
SCI {ET sPRAE
CIPVI SACER
DOTES ID EST
VIVENTIVS
ET MAVORIVS.

That is, “ Here lie holy and excellent priests, namely, Viven-
tius and Mavorius.” The other stone has been damaged, and
all that remains of the inscription is—

5 SRR
FLORENTIVS

The third stone seems to have disappeared, but a drawing
of it has been preserved, which shows that, like the others,
it bore the cross with the peculiar monogram on the upper
limb known as the Jabarum of Constantine.” This is common
in Gaulish monuments and those of the catacombs, but it
is remarkable that, so far, these stones at Kirkmadrine, and
one at Whithorn bearing an inscription to St Peter, are
the only instances where this classic form of cross has been
found in North Britain. ‘

Chalmers confused the suppressed parishes of Kirkmadrine
(for there are two of the same name in Wigtownshire, the
other being now included in Sorby) with Kirkmaiden (of which
name there were also two parishes, one still remaining, the
other united to Glasserton), and classed both of them as
dedications to St Medan. Dr John Stuart pointed out this
blunder, and suggested that the saint commemorated was

8 Stoneykirk is 2 modern form of the older Steneker (1535) or Stevens-
kirk (1725)—f.e., a dedication to St Stephen. The familiar “Steenie "’ has
been confused with ¢‘ Staney ” and improved (?) into Stoney.

7 See papers by Mr J. G. H. Starke, in ¢ Transactions of the Dumfries-
shire and Galloway Antiquarian Society,” 1887-88 and 1889-9o.
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Mathurinus, of high repute in Gaul, and contemporary with
St .Martin and St Ninian. His name in Gaelic would be
Madrin. But a still more probable explanation suggests
itself in the name of Martin himself, of which the Gaelic
form would be Matrainn, or, in the oblique case, Matrin. In
the classical names Viventius, Mavorius, and Florentius, we
seem to trace the personality of Gaulish clerics, trained under
Bishop Martin, who either accompanied Ninian and his
masons on their first landing, or joined him later when the
work of proselytising had spread into the interior of Novantia.

For Ninian’s mission was a complete success. Whatever
may have been the national religion professed by the No-
vante,—whether, as is probable, it was a primitive form of
Animism, modified by Druid magic on the one hand and the
classical cult of Rome on the other,—they embraced Christian-
ity for the time, and Ninian was able to go farther afield and
preach the Gospel in Northern parts. But the new faith was
not destined to endure long. 'The Roman Power was tottering,
and though Stilicho repeatedly sent legions to maintain the
province in its full extent to the Wall of Antonine, he had as
often to withdraw them. The anarchy which ensued in North
Britain is briefly but graphically described by Bede: “[The
people] saved themselves from starvation by robbing and plun-
dering one another, adding by their own domestic broils to the
calamities occasioned by foreigners, till the whole country was
left destitute of food, except such as could be procured by the
chase.” ® Under these conditions the worship of the “ White
Christ ” was almost swept away in Galloway, the bulk of its
people relapsing into paganism. But apparently Ninian, who,
it is supposed, died about the year 432,' was spared the
anguish of seeing the total wreck of his labours, for, says
Ailred, “he was buried in the church of the blessed Martin,

8 Ecclesiastical History, c. xii.
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which he had built from the foundation.” Nor is it certain
that the church at Whithorn ever lacked a band of the faithful
to carry on the services even in the darkest hour, for notices
of it occur from time to time in the Irish Annals during the
remainder of this century. In the ‘Book of Ballymote’ it is
stated that Carnach, son of Sarran, king of the Britons, was
abbot of the House of Martin. Carnach’s brother, Leurig,
succeeded Sarran as king, and turned the monastery into a
fort. Thereupon Carnach got Murcertach, son of Erc, to
dethrone and slay his brother. Carnach afterwards went to
Ireland, and established monasticism there on the lines of
Whithorn.?

It is perhaps to Whithorn, therefore, alone among the towns
of Scotland, that honour is due for having maintained the
worship of the Almighty uninterrupted for fifteen hundred
years.

Hitherto, it will be observed, no mention has been made of
ecclesiastical events in Dumfriesshire or in that part of Gallo-
way now known as the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright. The
narrative of Ninian, though embracing many parts of Scotland,
is not directly connected with the country between the Cree
and the Nith, and it is a singular fact that although in Wig-
townshire Ninian is commemorated in many dedications,! his
name is not attached to any place in the Stewartry.

The chronology of events leading up to the abandonment

9 It is worthy of note that Carnach in old Erse means a pagan priest—
7.e., one who ministers at a cairn. The term would be easily transferred
to one who ministered at an altar, Cairnie and Carnachan are still
common surnames in Galloway.

11. Penninghame. ‘“Thereisat present a bell in the Church of Penyg-
ham with this inscription in Saxon letters, Campana Sancti Niniani de
Penygham, M., dedicat, as it seems, to Saint Ninian, in the thousand year
after the birth of Christ.”—Symson’s ‘Large Description of Galloway,’
1692.

‘‘Item (the xvij day of March), to ane man that bure Sanct Ninianes bell
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of Britain bears so importantly on the district between the
walls that it may be convenient to summarise the conclusions
come to after comparing the various fragments of narrative :—

A.D. -

383. Maximus revolts and is elected emperor.

387. He invades Gaul with the Roman legions stationed in Britain.

396. Valentia (7.e., Scotland between the walls) invaded by Northern
Picts and Scots from Erin. Britons inhabiting Valentia
apply to Rome for succour. Stilicho sends a legion which
drives out the invaders, repairs the Wall of Antonine,
between Forth and Clyde, and re-establishes it as the
northern frontier of the province.

397. Bishop Ninian begins his mission among the Atecott Picts.

402. All Roman troops again withdrawn from Britain.

403. Valentia again invaded by Picts and Scots. Britons again
appeal to Rome.

406. Roman troops, once more in Britain, garrison the Wall of
Hadrian, between Solway and Tyne.

407. Constantine finally withdraws Roman troops from Britain.

408. Picts overrun Valentia, break through Southern wall, and
ravage Cumbria.

409. Provincials resist invaders, and having invited assistance of
the Saxons, repel them. Honorius formally frees the
British provinces.

On their departure from Britain in 407 the Roman Govern-
ment probably calculated on re-establishing their authority at
no distant day, and left certain officials of native birth to
administer the government, which for a time they had been
forced to relinquish. For some time previous to this Britain
had been divided into five provinces, of which Valentia, the

(in Pennyghame), ix. s.”—Lord Treasurer’s accounts of expenses incurred
by King James IV. in a pilgrimage to Whithorn, 1506-7.

2. St Ninian’s Chapel of the Cruives, in Penninghame parish.

3. Ninian’s Well, in Wigtown parish.

4. Killantringan, in Port Patrick parish—i.e., czl/ sheant Ringain (Gaelic
sk silent), St Ringan’s Chapel.

5. Chipperdingan, a well in Kirkmaiden parish—i.e., fiobar Dingain,
Dingan’s (Ninian’s) Well.
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northernmost, so named by Theodosius in honour of the
Emperor Valentinian, was left under the rule of Cunedda
or Kenneth, the son of Edarn or Aternus. Tradition says
that his mother was a daughter of Coel Hen, British King of
Strathclyde, whose name is preserved in that of the district
of Kyle in Ayrshire, and in our nursery rhyme of Old King
Cole.? Cunedda’s official title as ruler of Valentia was Dux
Britanniarum, or Duke of the Britains. He left eight sons,
some of whom became, like their father, very powerful
and distinguished. From one of these, Meireon, the county
of Merioneth is named ; from another, Keredig, the county of
Cardigan.

Wales, or the country of the Cymri, at this time extended
from the Severn to the Clyde, and comprised all modern
Wales, Cheshire, Lancashire, part of Westmorland, Cumber-
land, Dumfriesshire, Ayrshire, Lanarkshire, and Renfrewshire,
Novantia, however, remained Pictish —z.e, Goidelic — in
speech and race. Thus, whatever had been the affinity in
earlier centuries between the Selgovee of Dumfriesshire and
the Novante or Atecotts of Galloway, it had been replaced
in the sixth century by hereditary racial enmity. Galloway
was peopled by Atecott Picts; Annandale, Nithsdale, and
Strathclyde by Britons, Cymri, or Welshmen.

Bede, writing in the early part of the eighth century, fixes
the first arrival of Saxons in Britain in A.D. 449, but it is
certain that they were pretty numerously established before
that. The Angles, it is true, did not settle in Northumbria
under Ida till 54%; but another Teutonic race — the Frisii,
Frisones, or Frisians—had made important settlements at an
earlier time. Prosper Aquitanus, writing in 455, states in his
Chronicle, under the year 441, “ Britain up to this time is
brought widely under dominion of the Saxons by various

? Coel Hen signifies Old Coel.
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conflicts and transactions.” One of these settlements seems
to have been fixed on the banks of the Nith, and in Dumfries
is preserved the name given to it by the Celtic population—
diin Fris, the Frisians’ fort.?

In the sixth century, then, there were four races contending
for what was formerly the Roman province of Valentia—
(1) the Britons, Cymri, or Welsh, ancient subjects of Rome,
who may be regarded as the legitimate inhabitants; (2) the
Northern and Southern Picts, representing the older or
Goidelic strain of Celts, with an admixture, perhaps, of
aboriginal Ivernians, with whom may be associated the
Atecott Picts west of the Nith 5 (3) the Scots from Erin, also
Goidelic, but distinct from the Picts, not yet firmly settled in
Lorn and Argyll under Aedan, the grandson of Fergus Mér
Mac Eirc, but making descents wherever they could find a
footing,* and destined to give their name to Alban in later
centuries as “Scotland ” ; and (4) the Teutonic colonists.

The Chronicle of Nennius is filled between the years 516
and 532 with the exploits of Arthur, the shadowy hero of
Welsh song, whom he describes as a leader in alliance with
the British chiefs fighting against the Saxons. He specifies
the sites of Arthur’s twelve great baftles, and states that the
Saxons were defeated in all of them.? But these Germanic
tribes were constantly reinforced from the Continent, until at

8 Among twenty-eight cities named in Britain by Nennius one is called
Caer Bretain, the fortress of the Britons— Dunbarton ; another Caer
Pheris, the fortress of the Frisians—Dumfries, which should be written,
more accurately, Dunfries. :

4 ¢ Scotti per diversa vagantes "—Scots wandering hither and thither—
as Ammianus Marcellinus describes them in the fourth century. In
Cormac’s glossary the name is written Scxéz, and scuste is translated ““‘a
wanderer.”

5 All these battle-fields have been tentatively identified with places in
Scotland, and the confusion which has led to their being assigned to the
limits of modern Wales arises out of the ancient extent of Wales, from
Severn to Clyde, having been overlooked.

C
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length the Anglian kingdom of Bernicia was founded by Ida
in 547. Ida died in 559, and was succeeded by Ella, who
added to Bernicia the district of Deira, lying between the
Himber and Tees, forming it into the Saxon kingdom of
Northumbria, with which the province of Galloway was to be
so intimately connected in later years.

We now arrive at something like historic certainty of
events in the south-west. The Angles were pagans. The
Picts of Novantia had generally relapsed from Christianity into
their original cult, of which the traditions had been kept alive
by the native bards, and a large part of the Welsh population
in the valleys of Annan, Nith, and Clyde had followed them.
The Welsh leader was Gwendolew, who claimed descent from
Coel Hen—Old King Cole. But there was still a Roman
party among these Northern Britons, led by Rydderch Hael
—that is, Roderick the Liberal—who adhered to Christianity.

The great issue between the pagans and Christians was
fought out on the borders of Dumfriesshire in 573, at a place
called Ardderyd, now Arthuret, on the Scottish bank of the
Esk.® Gwendolew’s camp was about four miles north of this,
and gave the name still borne by a stream called Carwhinelow
—that is, caer Gwendolew, Gwendolew’s camp.” The Christian
champion Rydderch was completely victorious, and became
ruler of the Strathclyde Britons, under the title of King of
Alclut.

Light broadens on the page of Caledonian history with the
dawn of the seventh century, and thenceforward we are able
to trace something like a connected narrative of its rulers and
their political relations. Nevertheless, the chronicles of the

8 As in Welsh d4 sounds #%, this name has undergone little change in
1300 years.

7 The parish of Carruthers in Dumfriesshire probably takes its name
from caer Rydderch, Roderick’'s camp.
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period are so inextricably entangled with fable and so often
irreconcilable with each other, that it would not be possible
within the limits of this work to do more than repeat the chief
conclusions to which the labours of Skene and his successors
have brought them.

Alban, or, as we now call it, Scotland, had by this time
resolved itself into four dominions, each under its separate
line of kings. The Picts held the country north of the Forth,
their chief town being near the mouth of the Ness; Argyle
and Lorn formed the kingdom of Dalriada, populated by the
Scottish (that is, Irish) descendants of the colony of Fergus
Mér.  The British kingdom of Alclut or Strathclyde was the
northern portion of the Cymric territory, or old Wales, once
extending from Cornwall to Dunbarton, but permanently sev-
ered, first, by the Saxon king Ceawlin, who in 577 took pos-
session of the country round Bath and Gloucester ; and second,
by Edwin, King of Bernicia, at the great battle of Chester in
613. Strathclyde, then, comprised a tract extending from the
Derwent in Cumberland to Loch Lomond, the capital being
called in Welsh Alclut, or the cliff on the Clyde, but known
to the Dalriadic and Pictish Gaels as din Bretann, the fort of
the Welshmen.

On the east the Saxon realm of Bernicia stretched from the
Humber to the Forth under King Edwin, who has left his
name in Edinburgh, the Saxon title of the town which the
Gaels called Dunedin, but whose seat of rule was Bamborough.
Just as the territory of the Atecott Picts was separated from
Strathclyde by the rampart now known as the Deil’s Dyke,
so Bernicia was separated from Strathclyde by the Catrail,
an earthwork crossing the upper part of Liddesdale.

Besides these four realms there was a debatable strip of
country between the Lennox Hills and the Grampians, includ-
ing the carse of Stirling and part of Linlithgowshire, chiefly
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inhabited by the Southern Picts or Picts of Manau; and,
lastly, the old territory of the Niduarian or Atecott Picts,
who had.managed to retain autonomy under native princes,
and a degree of independence, by means of powerful alliances.

At the beginning of the seventh century, then, Dumfries-
shire was under the rule of the Welsh kings of Strathclyde,
while Wigtownshire and Kirkcudbright, soon to acquire the
name of Galloway, were under their native Pictish princes.

Chalmers, founding chiefly on the record of a victory
gained by the men of Ulster over the Britons in 682 at
a place called Maigiline, gives his readers to understand that
Galloway was subdued and peopled by the Cruithne or Picts
of Erin, and attributes the similarity of place-names in Ulster
and Galloway to that cause. But in fact there is no evidence
of such a conquest. Maigiline is to be identified—mnot, as
Chalmers supposed, with Mauchline in Ayrshire, but—with
Moylinny in Antrim, and the battle there was not an incident
in an Irish invasion of Strathclyde, but in a British invasion
of Ulster. The enmity between the Strathclyde Britons and
the Ulstermen would tend to make the Galloway Picts throw
in their lot with their congeners of Ulster, and no doubt
intercourse between them was frequent and generally amicable,
leading to intermarriage and relationship of blood. But there
is not the least ground for believing that Galloway was overrun
at this time in a hostile sense by the people from the opposite
Irish coast.

But the Atecott Picts did undergo about this time a very
important change in their foreign relations. The successors
of Edwin, King of Bernicia, became, as the price of their alli-
ance, ard-righ or overlords of Galloway, and under them the
native chiefs ruled the people. ~Ceolwulf, who succeeded to the
throne of Bernicia, or, as it had now become, Northumbria,
in 729 erected Whithorn into a bishopric, “on account,”
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says Bede, “of the increasing number of believers.” Pect-
helm was the first bishop, a suffragan of the diocese of York,
and this relation between the two sees subsisted till the death
of Bishop Michael in 1350.

‘Bede, bringing his history to a close in 731, represents
North Britain at that time as enjoying an unusual state of
peace. He describes the Picts as under treaty of amity with
the Anglian rulers of Northumbria, the Scots quietly occupying
their dominion in Argyle and Lorn, and the Britons (including,
of course, Dumfriesshire), “though they, for the most part,
through domestic hatred, are adverse to the nation of the
Angles, and wrongfully, and from wicked custom, oppose the
appointed Easter of the whole Catholic Church, yet
though in part they are their own masters, partly they are also
brought under subjection to the Angles.”

In 737 Ceolwulf, King of Northumbria and overlord of
Galloway, became a monk, and was succeeded by his cousin
Eadberct. This king went to war with the Northern Picts
and Scots, but seems to have retained his hold on the Atecott
Picts, who became involved in their overlord’s quarrel.

In 740 Galloway was invaded by Alpin, the son of
Echach, King of Scots, by a Pictish princess. Alpin had
been alternately king of the Northern Picts (726) and of the
Scots of Dalriada (¢. 729), but having lost both sovereignties
he landed a force in Galloway, of which district he possessed
himself. ~But a native chief named Innrechtach defeated
him somewhere near the Dee in 741, and he was forced
to retreat to Loch Ryan. While riding through a ford in
Glenapp he was killed by a man hidden in a wood, and
his burial - place is marked to this day by a large stone
called Laicht Alpin, Alpin’s grave, which gives the name to
the farm of Laicht on which it stands. An event of such
moment is just the one to be fitly commemorated in place-
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names, hence Glenapp may be confidently interpreted as a
contracted form of gleann Alpin.

Eadberct’s forces arrived in time to reinforce Innrechtach
in pursuing Alpin’s defeated army. The result was that all
Carrick and Kyle were added to the Northumbrian realm.
This was the high-tide mark of Saxon dominion in the north.
Its chronicles during the latter half of the eighth century
show that the domestic difficulties of the Northumbrian over-
lords of Galloway had become so pressing as to divert them
from all thought of further conquest. The time had arrived
when the alliance which had endured between the Saxons of
Northumbria and the Picts of Galloway for more than two
centuries was to be broken off. For Northumbria, penetrated
by civil feuds and weakened by the struggles of rival claimants
to her throne,® had now to prepare for a death-struggle with a
terrible foe from without, the Norsemen, who in 793 sacked
the religious settlement at Lindisfarne, and effected descents
upon various parts of the Anglian coast. The Saxons with-
drew from Galloway, and the suzerainty was given up. The
Niduarian Picts were once more thrown upon their own
resources, and in order to maintain their nationality some
new alliance had to be sought for.

Gradually the Viking pirates crept round the Caledonian
shores ; their black Zyx/s found as good shelter in the lochs of
the west as in the fiords of Norway and the Baltic, whence
they had sailed. Iona fared no better than Lindisfarne, and
now it seemed as if the pagan torch must fire the sacred shrine
of St Ninian at Whithorn. But to the warlike prowess of

8 Osulf, succeeding Eadberct in 757, was killed by the usurper Ethelwold,
who was dethroned by Alchred in 765. Alchred was overthrown by
Ethelred, and he by Elfwold, Alchred’s brother, in 778. Elfwold was
murdered by his own soldiers in 789, to be succeeded by his nephew
Osred ; but the dethroned Ethelred reappeared in 790, killed his rivals,
only to be himself assassinated in 794.
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their Atecott ancestors these Picts of Galloway seem to have
added the talent of far-seeing diplomacy, by means of which
the Norsemen, instead of desolating their land like the rest
with fire and sword, were induced to fraternise with them
and make common cause. What were the terms paid by
Christians for their alliance with pagans can never now be
revealed. It is plain from the place-names of Norse origin
scattered through the Stewartry and the shire, among those
in Gaelic and Saxon speech, that there was a permanent
Scandinavian settlement there, but we are left to imagine
whether the relations between the two races were those of
overlords and tributary, or whether they merely became fellow-
pirates. At all events the connection cost the Galloway men
the respect of other Celtic communities. The Irish chronicler
MacFirbis declares that they renounced their baptism and had
the customs of the Norsemen, and it is in the ninth century
that they first appear mentioned as Gallgaidhel or foreign
Gaels, taking with the Vikings part in plundering and devas-
tation.? So it came to pass that their monastery of Candida
Casa was spared. Somewhere about 875, Eadwulf, Bishop
of Lindisfarne, and Eadred, Abbot of Carlisle, were fleeing
to Ireland with the relics of St Cuthbert from these terrible
Norsemen. Embarking on the Cumberland coast, they were
driven by a storm into the Solway,! and found an asylum with

9 Gall, a stranger or foreigner, especially in a hostile sense. The
Locklannack or Norsemen were classed by the Gaels as Fingall, white or
fair strangers, the Norwegians, and Dubhgall, dark strangers, the Danes.
If the Picts of Galloway had not already received the title of Gallgaidhel
by reason of their alliance with Eadberct against the Picts and Scots, the
origin of the name must be assigned to this period. As already said,
Gallgaidhel, the stranger Gaels, was written in Welsh Galwyddel (pro-
nounced Galwpythel), and became in monkish Latin Galweithia, Galwedia,
or Gallovidia, and in popular language Galloway.

1 It was during this voyage that the miraculous preservation of St
Cuthbert’s book of the Gospels is said to have taken place. Washed over-
board in the storm, it was thrown upon the beach uninjured.
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the brethren at Whithorn. The existence of the monastery
of Candida Casa proves that the Norsemen dealt otherwise
with the monks of Galloway than with those they found on
other parts of the coast.

Meanwhile Alpin, king of the Scots of Dalriada (not to be
confused with him who had perished in Glenapp in 741), had
been expelled from his kingdom by the Northern Picts. His
son Kenneth (in Gaelic, Cinaedr), afterwards renowned as
Kenneth MacAlpin, had taken refuge in Galloway. By the
help of his relatives there, and the co-operation of the Norse-
men, he was able to regain his kingdom of Dalriada and
afterwards defeat the Northern Picts in the epoch - making
battle of Fortrenn. The result of this great campaign was
that he was crowned king at Scone in 844, and, thereafter
subduing the country as far south as the Tweed, first united
the realm of Alban, or, as we call it, Scotland,? under one
crown. There fall, however, to be excepted from this settle-
ment Sutherland, Caithness, the Orkneys and Shetland, some
of the Western Isles, and Galloway, as being all subject to
Norse dominion.

It has been plausibly suggested that the right which for
many centuries afterwards was undoubtedly claimed by and
conceded to the men of Galloway to march in the van of
Scottish armies, was conferred on them by Kenneth MacAlpin
in recognition of their services at this momentous time. The
new king certainly gave proof of the value he set upon these
services by giving his daughter in marriage to a Galloway
chief called Olaf the White.?

2 For a hundred years after this event Scotia was the literary name of
Erin or Ireland, while Scotland was known in the vernacular as Alba,
genitive Albann, and Scotsmen as Albannach. The title Duke of Albany
signifies Duke of the Scots.

31t is not certain whether Olaf was a native Galwegian or a Norse leader
settled in Galloway. His name written in Gaelic becomes Amhlaiph or
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In the same’ year, 844, in which Kenneth was crowned
King of Alban, the Gallgaidhel or Picts of Galloway assisted
Olaf to seize the throne of Dublin. In 852 they invaded the
territory of one of the innumerable so-called kings in Ireland
—namely, Aedh, King of Ailech— but were defeated with
much slaughter.* Olaf, supported by Imhair,> now appears
as the enemy of the Gallgaidhel, who with the Norsemen, and
assisted by Ketil Flatnose (Caittil Finn), King of the Sudreys
or Western Isles, and father-in-law of Olaf, invaded Munster.
in 856.

These so-called invasions were doubtless purely piratical,
but on the death of Kenneth MacAlpin in 860, Olaf made
a determined attempt on the crown of Alban. Inheritance
among the Picts was invariably through the female line.
Olaf’s wife, being daughter to Kenneth, gave him a better
claim under Pictish law than Kenneth’s son, Constantin. In
com;ﬁany with Imhair, Olaf captured Dunbarton in 872, and
held a great part of Alban, retreating with much booty and
many captives to Galloway, whence the whole party sailed in
two hundred ships to Dublin.®

A mighty devastation of Strathclyde and Galloway is re-
corded in 875 by Simeon of Durham, and this is corroborated
in the ¢ Annals of Ulster,” where reference is made to a bloody
defeat of the Picts by the Dubhgall or Danes. In 878 Eocha,

Amhalghadh (pronounced Owlhay), and remainsin the modern patronymic
Macaulay. Macherally and Terally in Kirkmaiden parish, corresponding
to Magherawley and Tirawley in Ireland, signify the plain (mackair) and
the land (#7) of Olaf. Lefnoll on the shores of Loch Ryan, written of old
Lefnollo, is lethpheighinn Amhalghaidk (leyfin owlhay), Olaf's halfpenny
land ; but of course the reference in these names cannot be assigned with
greater certainty to this, the first-mentioned Olaf or Aulay, than to any of
those who have borne the name since.

4 Chronicles of Scots and Picts, p. 403.

% Imhair or Ivor, a Norse Galwegian chief.

8 Annals of Ulster.



42 SIGURD THE STOUT. [1008.

son of Run, King of Strathclyde, succeeded to the throne of
Alba on the death of Aedh, the last of Kenneth’s sons. This
he did according to the Pictish law of descent, his grand-
mother having been sister of Constantin.

The next important personage to appear in Galloway history
is Ronald the Dane, titular King of Northumbria, styled also
Duke of the Galwegians,” in right of the ancient superiority of
the Saxon kings over the Picts. With Olaf of the Brogues

. (Anlaf Cuaran), grandson of Olaf the White, as his lieutenant,

he drove the Saxons before him as far south as Tamworth.
This was in 937, but in 944 the tide of victory rolled north
again. King 'Eadmund drove Ronald out of Northumbria
to take refuge in Galloway.® Of this province he and his
sons continued rulers till the close of the tenth century. But
these were Dubhgalls or Danes, and they now fell to war
with the Fingalls or Norse, who possessed themselves of the
province. Galloway, on account of its central position be-
tween Ireland, Cumbria, and Strathclyde, and still more be-
cause of its numerous shallow bays and sandy inlets, so
convenient for Viking galleys, was then in higher esteem
than it has ever been since among maritime Powers.

Sigurd the Stout, Earl of Orkney, grandson of Thorfinn the
Skull-cleaver, was lord of Galloway in 1008. His resident
lieutenant was a native prince, Malcolm, whose name appears
in the Sagas as Earl Melkoff. We know that Malcolm’s
headquarters were at Whithorn, for it is related in Nial’s
Saga how Sigurd’s tax - gatherer, being on his way to join
his master in Ireland, heard of his defeat and death at the

7 ¢ Reginaldus rex Northumbrorum ex natione Danorum et dux Galwal-_
ensium,”—Flores’ History.

8 Craig Ronald, a rugged hill on the shores of Loch Grannoch, may
possibly have been the fastness chosen by the fugitive king, or Loch

Ronald, in Kirkcowan parish, in which there are two crannogs, one of
great size.
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battle of Clontarf, a.D. 1014, and bore up for Whithorn, where
he spent the winter with Malcolm.

It is hardly possible that the tangled tale of Macbeth’s
murder of Duncan and his usurpation of the throne of Scotia
will ever be clearly unravelled, but this much seems tolerably
certain, that Macbeth ruled in concert with the powerful
Norse Earl Thorfinn, who succeeded Earl Melkoff or Mal-
colm at Whithorn, and, according to the ‘ Chronicum Regum
Manniee,” “lived long at Gaddgeddli [Galloway], the place
where England and Scotland meet.” Thorfinn is said to
have possessed nine earldoms, of which Galloway was prob-
ably one,—Buchan, Mar, Mearns, Angus, Sutherland, Ross,
Moray, and Dale being the others. But his suzerainty over
Galloway did not prevent the existence of a native king of
Galloway,® for in 1034 the ‘Annals of Ulster’ take note
of the death of Swibhne mac Cineda »i Gallgaidhe/—that is,
Sweeny, the son of Kenneth, King of Galloway.! Suibhne
was succeeded by Diarmid, who was slain in battle in 1072.2

In 1057 Malcolm Canmore, son of the murdered Duncan,
attacked the usurper Macbeth, defeated and slew him, and
became King Malcolm III. of Scotia. The great Earl
Thorfinn having died in the same year, Malcolm most pru-
dently married his widow Ingibiorg, of the Pictish race,
thereby bringing under his rule the Norse districts of Scot-
land, including Galloway. Consolidation was now the order
of the day. The Norse influence, undermined by the effects

9 It is usual to translate the Gaelic 77 or 74g% by ““king,” but in truth
these native rulers were but chiefs, tributary to and supported by, first, the
Saxons of Northumbria, then by the Norse earls.

1 The connection between the old Atecott Picts and the Norsemen had
endured so long that at this time the distinction between natives and
foreigners must have become rather obscure. Suibhne is the Gaelic or
Erse rendering of the Norse Swein, just as Anlaf or Amhalgaidh was of
Olaf.

2 Annals of Tighernach.
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of the battle of Clontarf, was steadily on the wane. The
island of Britain, soaked as it was with centuries of blood-
shed, was resolving itself into the two main dominions of
England and Scotland—a process which the Church, relieved
from oppression by the pagan Norsemen, lent her influence
to accelerate. The native rulers of Galloway showed some
hesitation as to the realm into which they would seek
admission. Tradition and custom tempted them to union
with their old overlords the Saxon Earls of Northumbria ;
but the Saxon power was waning, as the Roman and the
Norse had waned before. Geography as well as linguistic
and racial affinity turned the scale, and the Galwegians
became lieges of the Scottish king.

In this manner closed the dominion of the Norsemen over
Galloway, and such parts along the Solway shore of Dumfries-
shire as they had been able to hold by force. Their strength
ever lay in their ships, but of their handiwork some traces
probably remain in a peculiar kind of cliff tower, which may
be seen at various parts of the coast, such as Castle Feather?® -
and Carghidoun* near the Isle of Whithorn, and Port Castle
on the shore of Glasserton parish.

Much less equivocal are the remains of Scandinavian occu-
pation preserved in the place-names of the south-west. Many
hills still bear the title “fell >—the Norse fja//—often pleo-
nastically prefixed to the Gaelic daz7, as in Fell o’ Barhullion,
in Glasserton parish, or disguised as a mere suffix, as in
Criffel.> The well-known test-syllable 4y, a village, farm,
or dwelling, so characteristic of Danish rather than of Norse
occupation, takes the place in southern districts which #é/szasr
holds in northern. Lockerby, the dwelling of Locard or Lock-

3 Caiseal Pheadhair (?), Peter’s castle.
4 Carrig @ duin, crag of the fort.
% Formerly written Crafel, probably Z»a%a fiall, the crow-hill.
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hart, Canonbie, and Middlebie in Dumfriesshire — Busby,
Sorby, and Corsbie in Wigtownshire—are instances in point.
Vik, a creek or small bay, gives the name to Southwick
parish and Senwick (sand vtk, sandy bay); and nés, a cape,
appears in Sinniness (sunnr nés, south point) and Borness
(borke nés, burgh or fort poiﬁt); but Auchness-is in another
language, being the Gaelic ¢ack inis, horse-pasture. Pastoral
occupation is implied in Fairgirth (fzr gard7, sheep-fold);
but Cogarth, the cow:pen, is more probably Saxon than
Scandinavian, for though in modern Danish “cow” is 4o,
in old Norse it was 4&/». Tinwald, like Dingwall in the
north, is pinga wollr, the assembly-field, and Mouswald, mos?
v0llr, the moss-field.

Queen Ingibiorg died in time to enable Malcolm to seek a
still more important alliance than that by his first marriage,
and in 1069 he married Margaret, daughter of the Anglo-
Saxon king, Eadgar Aetheling. From this date may be
traced the beginning of the long warfare which for so many
centuries desolated the borderland of England and Scotland.
Malcolm, claiming in name of Eadgar the right of rule
over all Cumbria and part of Northumbria, overran all that
country, which brought him into contact with William Rufus.
This led to the invasion of Scotland by William, and ended
in Malcolm doing homage to the English king for the terri-
tories of Lothian and Cumbria. Finally Malcolm, after a
fruitful and powerful reign of thirty-five years, was slain by
treachery in 1093 at Alnmouth in Northumberland; the
southern part of Cumbria was annexed to England, and the
border between England and Scotland fixed not very differ-
ently from what it is at the present day.
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NOTE A.
MAGNUM MONASTERIUM.

PERSONS of both sexes were trained at Whithorn for a religious
life. In the Irish life of St Modwenna, who founded a chapel in
Galloway called Chill-ne-case, which cannot now be identified,
there is preserved a hymn by the monk Mugentius, prefaced by
an account of the incident which led to its composition, so vivid as
to deserve transcription as an illustration of life and morals in the
great Monastery of Rosnat or Whithorn in the sixth century :—

“Mugent made this hymn in Futerna [Whithorn]? The cause
was this—Finnen of Magbhile [Moville] went to Mugent for in-
struction, and Rioc and Talmach and several others with him.
Drust was king of Britain then, and had a daughter Drustice, and
he gave her to Mugent to be taught to read, and she fell in love
with Rioc, and she said to Finnen, ‘I will give thee all the books
which Mugent has if thou wilt give me Rioc to marriage” And
Finnen sent Talmach to her that night in the form of Rioc, and he
knew her, and thence was conceived and born Lonan of Treoit.
But Drustice supposed that Rioc had known her, and she said that
Rioc was the father of her son. But this was false, because Rioc
was a virgin. Then Mugent was wroth, and sent a certain youth
into the church saying, ‘ Whosoever comes first unto thee this
night into the church, smite him with an axe’ He said this
because Finnen was in the habit of going first into the church;
but, notwithstanding, on that night, by the providence of the Lord,
Mugent himself went first to the church, and the youth smote him;
as the prophet saith, ¢ For his travail shall come, and his wickedness
shall fall on his own head.” And then Mugent said, Parce, because
he thought the enemies would spoil the people, or (this was the
cause that the hymn was made) that the sin thereof might not be
visited on the people.”

Then follows the hymn, which is of indifferent literary merit.
It is printed in ‘ The Historians of Scotland,’ vol. v. p. 292 (Edin-
burgh, 1874).

1 Gaelic and Pictish speakers used f or g where Welsh and Saxon sounded
w. Thus St Finan of Moville, who was a pupil of Mugent’s, is commemorated
at Kirkgunzeon in Pictish Galloway, and at Kilwinning in Cymric Ayrshire.
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Henry 1., and sister of Sibilla, who married Alexander I.,
brother of David.

On David succeeding Alexander in 1124, he made a procla-
mation to his subjects, addressed to ‘“all good men of my
whole kingdom—Scottish, English, Anglo-Norman, and Gallo-
vidians.” Thus the people of Galloway were still recognised
as a distinct race, ruled by Fergus, whose chief seat was not
at Whithorn, as heretofore had been customary with the
“kings” of Galloway, but on an island still known as the
Palace Isle, in the lake called after him Loch Fergus, near
St Mary’s Isle. He was an enlightened ruler, but his expendi-
ture in church - building alone must have far exceeded any
revenues he can have drawn from Galloway. Probably
Elizabeth brought to him an ample dowry.

Of the first of the religious houses built by Fergus no trace
now remains beyond the green mounds marking the founda-
tions. It stood about three miles from Stranraer, and has
long been popularly known as Saulseat, which has been
erroneously glossed Sedes animarum, but was more correctly
termed Monasterium viridis stagni, the monastery of the green
lake, because of its position on the shores of a small lake in
Inch parish, which takes a greenish tint from time to time,
owing to the multitudinous development of spore-like vege-
table bodies. This house he handed over to monks from
Premontré in Picardy. His next foundation was also in
favour of the Premonstratensian Order—the Priory of Whit-
horn. Some fragments of his original building remain there,
including the beautiful south door of late Norman work ;
but the west tower, which Symson mentions as still stand-
ing in the seventeenth century, has disappeared, and the
whole of the east end, choir, and transept, have been ruth-
lessly destroyed. All ancient buildings of any pretension
which remain as ruins in Galloway west of the Dee have
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suffered grievously from the avidity with which they have
been ransacked for freestone. The native stone is hard in-
tractable Silurian, with occasional intrusive masses of granite.
This served for the walls of Whithorn and other ecclesiastical
structures, but the coigns, pillars, and carved work were
wrought in imported freestone, and have afforded convenient
quarries to all who chose to take them, whether masons
erecting a farm -steading, or housewives wanting a bit of
“free ” to scrub a doorstep. When the bishopric of Candida
Casa was restored in 1126, Gilla Aldan was sent to York for
consecration, in signification of the renewal of the ancient
Saxon see. Tungland, on the Dee, was the next great church
built by Fergus; then followed S. Maria de Trayll, now St
Mary’s Isle ; but the noblest structure of all was Dundrennan
Abbey. Of this splendid building there remain but the tran-
sept and choir, a consummate example of Early Pointed work.
This was a Cistercian house, having been colonised from
Rievaux, of which Ailred, who wrote the life of Ninian, was
abbot at the time.

Feudalism, of which the young King of Scots was so
much enamoured, was not introduced into Scotland with-
out exciting serious opposition among the native chiefs, who
naturally preferred the system under which they bad risen to
importance. In 1130, Angus, Earl of Moray, raised an in-
surrection to resist foreign innovations. Fergus of Galloway
joined him, or at least was so seriously implicated that, on
the rebellion being suppressed and the insurgents dispersed,
he had to take sanctuary in Holyrood Abbey. Thus it
came to pass that when in 1138 King David declared
war against Stephen of England, Fergus was still under a
cloud. His Picts of Galloway, therefore, whom it was his
proud privilege to lead as the vanguard of the Scottish host,
were placed under command of the king’s nephew, William

D
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Fitz-Duncan, in whose veins ran the Pictish blood of his
grandmother Ingibiorg. David led his forces as far south as
Durham without much opposition, for Stephen was occupied
in the south of England. The Galwegian Picts gave some
trouble by their ardour for plunder, and at Durham insubordi-
nation rose to actual mutiny. King David having ordered
the release of a lady whom they had taken captive, and find-
ing his commands disregarded, went in person to the Pictish
camp to enforce them; on which the Galwegians threatened
to slay him and his courtiers.! William, however, succeeded
in restoring discipline by spreading a false report that the
English were at hand ; after which the army separated into
two forces, David marching to lay siege to Norham, and
William leading his unruly troops to lay waste part of Lan-
cashire.

It was his intention to seize Clitheroe, but here they found
a well-equipped force of English cavalry drawn up under the
walls of that town. The Galwegians were led to the attack
without delay—a mere rabble, it seemed, against well-disciplined
troops ; but such was the fury of their onset that the English
fell into confusion, and were routed with much slaughter.
Many knights were taken prisoners, much booty was captured,
and, having thus atoned for their misbehaviour at Durham,
the Galwegians were marched back to rejoin the king’s army
at Northallerton.

The English host lay under Walter d’Espec on Culton
Moor, where their standard, a ship’s mast bearing the banners
of St Peter of York, St John of Beverley, and St Wilfrid of
Ripon, had been set up. There were those in the English
camp, Anglo-Norman barons holding fiefs on Scottish as well
as on English soil, whose interest it was to bring about
mediation between the two monarchs. Among those who

1 Richard of Hexham.
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thus owed double allegiance was Robert de Brus, first Lord
of Annandale, who, coming to audience with David, besought
that he might be allowed to arrange terms. The king, it is
said, was inclined to yield ; but William Fitz-Duncan, incensed
by a slight put on his Galloway men, to whom de Brus referred
as ““not men, but brute beasts, void of piety and humanity,”
interposed fiercely, charging de Brus with treachery, and pre-
vailed on the king to refuse all negotiations. Thereupon de
Brus, commenting bitterly on the king’s sudden confidence in
the Galwegians, withdrew, but, as is said, left his son to per-
form for David the military service which the father owed for
his lands in Annandale,

David’s army outnumbered that of Stephen, but he was
weak in cavalry and archers. With these he proposed to lead
the attack, upon which the Galloway division loudly claimed
their right to form the van. In vain the king and his generals
argued with them—they would fight there or nowhere ; and at
last, though against his judgment, David consented, for he
could not afford to lose their services.

The English cavalry dismounted and stood like a wall of
steel to receive the tumultuous onset of the Picts. ¢ Albanaid !
Albanaid ! ” cried the Galwegians. “Yry! VYry!” shouted
back the English in derision ;2 yet the violence of the onslaught
threw them into some confusion, which Prince Henry, charging
with his cavalry, turned into a rout. It was the only support
the Galwegians got that day. The word went abroad that the
King of Scots was slain: an English soldier stood waving a
head, which he declared was David’s. It was false, as the
king proved by his own presence ; but whether from fear or
from jealousy, the other Scottish divisions would not advance,
but left the Galwegians unsupported. These had carried the

2 ¢“Yry!”—i.e., Eire, Irish. To this day ‘ Eerish ” is a term of con-
tempt in Galloway.
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English position ; yet the battle of the Standard was lost to
the Scottish cause, and with ranks sorely thinned the Pictish
division retreated towards Galloway. At Carlisle they were
overtaken by the Papal legate, Alberigo of Ostia, who per-
suaded them to release all the women they had carried off
captive. There is a tradition that during the action the
younger de Brus of Annandale, fighting in the Scottish ranks,
was taken prisoner by his own father, who afterwards brought
the boy before Stephen and asked where it was the royal will
he should be imprisoned. * Take him to his nurse ! ” was the
king’s reply.

Fergus of Galloway had married his daughter Affric to
Olaf, King of Man. Wymond, a monk of Furness, had
been consecrated Bishop of Man, but, renouncing his vows,
married the daughter of Somerled, King of the Isles, and
a near relative of Olaf. On leaving the Church Wymond
assumed the name of MacEth (Mackay or M‘Kie), and
claimed to be the son of Angus, Earl of Moray, who
had been killed in the rebellion of 1130. Somewhere
between the years 1141 and 1150 this man raised the
standard of revolt, summoning to it all the Celtic chiefs,
who resented the intrusion of so many Anglo-Norman lords.
After some months’ successful pillaging in the north, he
landed a force on the coast of Galloway, calculating, no
doubt, on the support of Queen Affric’s people.® But the
Galloway Picts proved faithful in their allegiance to King
David. Fergus, their lord, was absent at the time, being,
in truth, still in hiding because of his complicity with Moray’s
rising ; but an able lieutenant was found in brave Bishop
Gilla Aldan of Whithorn, who gathered all available force to
resist MacEth.

3 Knockeffrick, in Kirkinner parish, seems to preserve Queen Affric’s
name. It overlooks the estuary of the Cree.
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A battle took place on the west shore of the estuary of
the Cree : tradition states that there was a personal encounter
between the brave bishop and the renegade, in which the
latter was borne to the ground. At all events MacEth
had to flee, making his escape with difficulty across the
fords of Cree. His own men rose against him after his
defeat, put out his eyes and made him a eunuch, after which
he lived long as a prisoner in Roxburgh Castle.

The Wigtownshire railway now traverses the scene of this
battle at a place called Causwayend, about midway between
Wigtown and Newton-Stewart, and the stream over which
the line runs is still called the Bishop’s Burn.* Fergus
crept back into King David’s favour by an ingenious ruse.
Alwyn, Abbot of Holyrood, suffered Fergus to assume the
dress of a canon regular and to sit among the brethren
assembled in chapter to receive the king. The Abbot
then addressed the king, praying him “to pardon us and
every one of us every fault committed against your Majesty,
and in token of this gracious pardon to bestow upon every
one of us the kiss of peace.” Whereupon the King replied,
“Dear brethren, I forgive you all; I commend myself to
your prayers.” After this involuntary reconciliation, the
king received Fergus back into full confidence, and restored
him to his former office, in gratitude for which the penitent
lord built the Priory of Trayle (St Mary’s Isle), and handed it
over to the Abbey of Holyrood.

But now comes a sad chapter in the history of this great
man, for Fergus has earned that title by the mark he has
left on the history of his province. XKing David died in-

4 It is doubtful whether the name can be connected with this battle ; it
is more likely to have been taken from Clairy, a residence of the bishops
of Whithorn in later times, which stood on the bank of this stream. Clairy
is the Gaelic clereck, a clergyman.
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1153, and was succeeded by Malcolm, a boy of ten years
old. Somerled and other northern chiefs put forward Donald,
a son of the pretender MacEth, as a claimant to the throne.
Fergus, so far from supporting Donald, seized him when
he sought sanctuary at Whithorn, and sent him to prison
at Roxburgh, where the elder MacEth still lay. But Fergus’s
allegiance was not proof against the incapacity for rule
shown by Malcolm IV. and his ministers. Henry IL first
persuiaded Malcolm to resign to him the Scottish ter-
ritory south of the Tweed, and then took him to fight
under his banner in France, a country with which Scotland
was then at peace. The Scots nobles declared they would
not have Henry as king over them, and Malcolm was
summoned home in haste to find disaffection far advanced,
and the Galwegians in open revolt in support of William,
great-grandson of their Lady Ingibiorg. Malcolm was be-
sieged at Perth by six of his chief earls, but a reconciliation
was effected by intervention of the clergy. Fergus, the last
to rise, remained alone in rebellion. Twice Malcolm led
an army against him, and twice his invasion of Galloway
was repulsed. On his returning again with a stronger force,
Fergus submitted on favourable terms, and retired once more
to Holyrood Abbey, where he died as a monk in 1161.
Fergus was succeeded in the lordship of Galloway by his
son Uchtred. His name is preserved appended to many
charters, notably to one, a royal grant in favour of Robert
de Brus, signed at Lochmaben in 1165. He built the
beautiful Abbey of Lincluden, where a Benedictine nunnery
was established. From the writings of Ailred, Abbot of
Rievaux, we obtain a brief view of Galloway ecclesiastical
life at this time. He was at Kirkcudbright® on the feast

5 Fordun, Annals, iii.
§ Formerly Kilcudbrit—cz/ Cudbert, the chapel of St Cuthbert.
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of St Cuthbert, March 20, which was celebrated by solemn
services, in the course of which a penitent was miraculously
freed from an iron belt. Thereafter a bull, offered in ob-
lation to St Cuthbert, was tied to a stake and baited by the
students.  Ailred was shocked at such unclerical barbarity
and rebuked the young men, one of whom, telling the visitor
to mind his own business, was straightway gored by the
bull.

In 1173 William the Lion invaded England with an army
composed, it is said, chiefly of Galwegians under Uchtred
and his brother Gilbert. After a year of pillage in the lands
north of Humber, the Scottish king was captured by Bar-
nard de Balliol; whereupon bitter dissension ensued in
the Scottish camp, Gilbert accusing his elder brother of
treachery. Uchtred was forced to fly : returning to Galloway,
he found his -own castles closed against him, and, after
wandering some time as a fugitive, was finally captured in
a cave near Portpatrick which still bears his name—Cave
Ouchtred. His brother Gilbert, having first torn out his
eyes and brutally mutilated him,” put him to death. Then,
to secure himself against the vengeance of the Scottish
Government, he sent a secret embassy to Henry II., in the
names of his murdered brother and himself, offering allegi-
ance to the English Crown. Roger Hoveden and Robert
de Val were sent to accept the homage of the two brothers,
and to assure them of Henry’s cousinly affection ; but finding
on arrival the true state of affairs—that not only had Uchtred
been barbarously murdered, but that a number of Anglo-
Normans, faithful subjects of King William, had also been
put to death—they refused to have any dealings with the
murderer of their king’s relative.® William the Lion was

7 ¢ Abscessis testiculis et oculis evulsis.”
8 ¢ Consanguineum Henrici regis.”—Benedict, Abbas.
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now restored to liberty, though as the vassal of Henry, and
marched into Galloway to punish Gilbert; but once more
the prowess of the Picts proved too strong for the royal arms,
and the king had to content himself with the submission of
his rebellious subject, who accompanied him to York. There
King William and Lord Gilbert both did homage to King
Henry ; the latter paying £1ooo indemnity for his crimes,
and giving his son Duncan as hostage.?

On the death of the cruel Gilbert in 1185, Roland, son
of Uchtred, claimed the lordship of Galloway, and, in a
battle ¢sare, scharpe, and snell,”?! defeated Gilpatrick, who
championed the cause of Duncan, a hostage in England,
Next he drove out a freebooter, Gilcolm, who had taken
possession of part of Gilbert’s dominions and established
himself as Lord of Galloway, which, ever since the slaughter
of King Alpin, the son of Echach, in 740, had been held to
include Carrick.

But Henry II., espousing the cause of Duncan, prepared to
invade Galloway, and marched with a strong force as far as
Carlisle. There, by the intervention of King William, an
agreement was entered into, by which Roland was confirmed
Lord of Galloway, and Carrick was handed over to Duncan.

Mr Joseph Bain, in his able introduction to the first volume
of the ¢ Calendar of Documents relating to Scotland,” has called
attention to the close alliance which was long maintained be-
tween the English Court and the two branches of the House
of Galloway, represented by Alan and Thomas, grandsons of
the murdered Uchtred, and Duncan, Earl of Carrick, son of
the murderer Gilbert. Large tracts of land in Ireland were
given by King John to all three of them, and Roland, the
father of Alan and Thomas, obtained extensive estates in the

9 Calendar of Documents relating to Scotland, vol. i. p. 23 eZ passin.
1 Wyntoun, b. vii. ¢. 8, L. 1.
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shires of Northampton, Huntingdon, and Bedford, in right of
his wife, Elena de Moreville? The connection of the see of
Whithorn with the Archbishopric of York formed another link
between Galloway and the English monarchs. Thus in 1215
King John commands the “custos” of the archbishop to give
the Bishop of Whithorn 20 marks for his expenses, until it be
seen how much he ought to be allowed daily.?

In June of the same year Alan of Galloway sends King John
a good hound in return for two geese which the king had given
him at Windsor.* Sometimes, however, Alan had to be smartly
reminded of his duty. In 1219 the Sheriff of Rutland was
ordered to seize the Lord of Galloway’s lands in that county
until he (Alan) should do homage as he was bound to do.
His lands in Ireland were also seized, but were restored to him
in 1220, after he had done fealty.’

About this time there seems to have been some scarcity in
Galloway, for there are numerous warrants granted by Henry
III. to the Abbots of Glenluce, Dundrennan, and other religious
houses, to enable them to buy corn in Ireland.® A similar
licence was issued in 1237 to Erkin, merchant of Kirkcud-
bright.” :

We are left to imagine how it fared with the commonalty
among all the selfish contests between great lords, perplexed
by their double allegiance to the English and Scottish kings.
What degree of liberty, civil or personal, did they enjoy? to
what grade of civilisation had they attained? Of one thing
only we are assured, that they were ever ready to respond to
the frequent summons to arms. One such summons came
from their liege lord of England in 1186, when Roland was
sent to quell an insurrection on the Welsh marches ; another
the following year from the King of Scotland, in obedience to

2 Bain, vol. 1. p. 47. 3 Ibid., p. 109. A Tbid., piara.
5 Ibid., pp. 126, 136. 8 Ibid., passin. 7 Ibid., p. 251.
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which he led his men to suppress a rebellion in the north, slew
Donald Bane on the moor of Mongarvey, in Badenoch, and
scattered his forces.

Roland founded the Abbey of Glenluce in 1190, and manned
it with Cistercians from Melrose. Of this fine building little
is now standing except the chapter-house and gate-house,
which, however, are of a much later date than the twelfth cen-
tury. Of the nave only the foundations remain. Thomas
Hay of Park, who was appointed commendator after the
Reformation, probably used the abbey church as a quarry in
building the mansion-house of Park, which still remains entire.

In 1196 Roland became Constable of Scotland. Dying in
1199, he left two sons, Alan, who succeeded him as Lord of
Galloway, and Thomas, who became Earl of Athole. Alan,
styled by Buchanan by far the most powerful of Scotsmen,”
married the daughter of the Earl of Huntingdon, brother of
William the Lion,

“This erle Dawy had douchters thre;
Margret the first of tha cald he ;

This Margret wes a pleysand May,
Hyr weddit Alayne off Gallway.” 8

Besides the lands of Galloway, he inherited from his father vast
estates in the counties of Northampton and Leicester, for which
he did homage to King John of England in a peculiar way.
Though present himself at a meeting of the English and
Scottish kings at Durham in 1212, he seems to have vested
his English estates, for the occasion only, in Prince Alexander
of Scotland, who performed obeisance for them. King John
had before this, in 1207, infeft Alan in the lands of Antrim,
in reward for services of a Galwegian fleet and army. It is an
example how strangely the allegiance of the Scottish magnates
was divided at this time, that Alan, though Constable of Scot-
8 Wyntoun, b. viil. c. 6, 1. 1249.
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land, took a leading part with the English barons in their con-
troversy with John, and was present at Runnymede at the
signing of Magna Charta in 1215. Three years before, in
1212, he had sent his natural son Thomas with seventy-six
ships to lay waste the coast of Derry;? and thirteen years
later he waged war on behalf of Reginald, one of the rival
kings of Man, whose daughter had married the above-mentioned
Thomas. This embroiled him with Haco, King of Norway,
who favoured the claims of Olaf to the throne of Man, and a
furious exchange of challenges took place. Haco warned
Alan of the consequences which would follow if he per-
sisted in supporting Reginald : Alan replied that ships sailed
as easily from Galloway to Norway as from Norway to
Galloway.

Dying in 1234, Alan was buried at Dundrennan Abbey.
He was the last of the Galloway lords to receive from the
chroniclers the title of king.! He left but three legitimate
children, all daughters, and all married to Norman lords:
Helena to Roger de Quenci, Earl of Winchester; Devorguila
to John de Balliol of Barnard; and Christian to William de
Fortibus, Earl of Albemarle.

While Galloway remained up to this time mainly in posses-
sion of her native lords, the old Gallgaidhel, Dumfriesshire
had passed much more largely into the hands of feudal
Norman knights. Dunegal of Stranid,2 whose chief seat
was at Sanquhar, left several sons when he died about
1140, undoubtedly of the old Celtic stock. But his de-
scendants cannot now be traced. Permanent surnames, in
the modern sense, were unknown in these early days. Terri-

9 Annals of Ulster, ad ansn. 1212 and 1213.

1 ¢¢1234. Ailin MacUchtraigh ri Galgaidel mortuus est” (Alan, the
son of Uchtred, King of Galloway, died).—Annals of Ulster.

2 Strath Nid—i.e., Nithsdale.
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torial lords, indeed, were designated by the titles of their
lands in addition to their baptismal names; but members
of the Celtic families had only a personal name, and a
to-name, not hereditary, indicative either of their paternity
or of some peculiarity of appearance, character, or occupa-
tion? Even among the Norman lords, or Celtic lords adopt-
ing Norman style, there was much vagueness of designation.
Thus Alanus dapifer or the Steward, progenitor of the roy’al
house of Stuart, had a son Walter, who signed Walter Fitz
Alan. Walter’'s son became Alan Fitzwalter, and so on.
Sometimes, as in the case of Bruce, Douglas, and Maxwell,
powerful lords acquired lands in Dumfriesshire and retained
their territorial names derived from their possessions else-
where. Bruce was ‘“de Brus” in Normandy; Douglas was
“of Douglas”—dubk glas, the dark stream, which gave the
name to his lands in Lanarkshire; while Maxwell, a name
often disguised as the Norman Maccusville, was in reality
a salmon-pool on the Tweed, close to Kelso Bridge, still
called Maxwheel. Maccus, the son of Unwin, a Saxon lord,
obtained the fishery before 1150, which was then named
Maccus’s wiel or pool. The lands édjacent got the name,
and the descendants of Maccus became known as Herbert,
John, or Aymer “de Maccuswel,” and became a powerful
family in Dumfriesshire and Galloway. As time went on
and regular surnames became a necessity among all classes,
territorial surnames became diffused among the vassals and

3 The change from the patronymic to the locative style of surname
among the Celts is well illustrated by Camden : ““In late times—in the
time of King Henry VIII.—an ancient worshipful gentleman of Wales,
being called at the pannell of a jury by the name of Thomas Ap William
Ap Thomas Ap Richard Ap Hoel Ap Evan Vaghan, &c., was advised by
the judge to leave that old manner; whereupon he afterwards called him-
self Moston (Mostyn), according to the name of his principal house, and
left that surname to his posteritie,”
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loway were severely wasted by the royal troops. The prior
and sacristan of Tungland were slain in their own church.!

With the establishment of feudalism the people of Galloway
—that is to say, the Pictish population—practically lost their
freedom. It may not have been a freedom fraught with many
privileges: it was burdened with the condition of military
service at the bidding of the chief, and the profits of agri-
cultural enterprise were restricted to what could be made
out of the wasteful runrig culture and common pasturage.
The material condition of the rural population cannot have
been deteriorated by the introduction of feudal customs, and
may very likely have been actually improved. But they were
free no longer. There was, indeed, a grade of /Jiberefentes—
of free tenants—holding farms from the barons or from the
religious houses ; but below them were the mass of bondmen
and neyfs, and henceforward every charter of lands conveyed
to the landlord, whether layman or cleric, power over the
bondi et nativi® almost as absolute as over any other product
of the soil or chattel on the estate. Almost, but not quite
as absolute, for the law which held the serf as#ricfus g/ebte—.
bound to the soil, he and his posterity for ever being forbidden
to leave it—also protected him from capricious sale or removal
by the lord of the soil.2 It was their lot to cultivate the soil,
receiving in return only enough food to keep themselves and
their families, a kind of cattle of superior intelligence and
value. :

1 Fordun, xliii.

2 Charters of this period usually contained the expression cume bondis
et bondagiis as well as cum nativis or hominibus, The distinction between
the two is not clear. Probably the first meant bond-servants and their
families, whether imported or purchased ; and by the second is implied
the remains of the native race, thus brought into perpetual servitude
according to Norman custom.

3 A succinct summary of the powers vested in feudal barons is given
in ‘Scottish Legal Antiquities,” by Cosmo Innes,
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A trial, which took place in Dumfries Castle about the year
12359, is worth quoting in some detail, as showing the hered-
itary jealousy existing between the Saxon and Welsh popu-
lation of Dumfriesshire and the old Picts of Galloway; and
being, as well, a good illustration of the way surnames arose
among the common people.

On Monday, after the feast of SS. Fabian and Sebastian,
inquisition was made on Richard son of Robert son of Elsa
(Elizabeth ?) before the king’s bailiffs. The witnesses were
Adam Long, Adam Mille, Hugh Schereman, Roger Wytewelle,
Richard Haket, Walter Faccinger, Thomas Scut, Robert Muner,
Thomas calvus (the bald), Robert Boys, William Scut, William
pellaparius (the skinner), Henry tinctor (the dyer), and others.
They deponed that the prisoner Richard and Adam molen-
darius (the miller) met on Sunday next after the feast of
St Michael at St Michael’s church, whereupon Adam defamed
Richard by calling him a thief—viz., “Galuvet” (a Gallo-
vidian). It seems to have been quite well understood that
‘“thief” and “Gallovidian” were convertible terms from a
Dumfriesian point of view. Next Thursday, Adam, standing
at a house door, was warned by a woman that Richard was
coming down the street and advised to keep out of his
way. “Not I'!” said Adam; “I have a knife as sharp as
he.” He then drew a knife and attacked Richard, who
defended himself with his sword, and, in doing so, killed
Adam. “I have not killed thee,” he said, as the other
lay mortally wounded, ‘thou hast done it thyself.” The
verdict of the baron’s jurors and the burgesses’ jurors was
unanimous, that “Richard is faithful, but Adam was a thief
and a defamer.”

In 1246 Christian, the third of Alan’s daughters, died, and
Galloway was divided between the other two brothers-in-law,

* Acts of Parliament of Scotland, vol. i. p. 87.
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de Quenci, Earl of Winchester, and John de Balliol—the
Cree being the boundary between the two territories. De
Quenci held what is now Wigtownshire, de Balliol what is
now the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright. But in 1251 a new
dignitary appeared in Galloway. Alexander III. being then
only ten years old, Comyn, Earl of Buchan, his brother
Alexander, Earl of Menteith, and their nephew, the Lord of
Badenoch, were at the head of affairs. The office of Justiciary
of Galloway was created, to which John Comyn of Badenoch
was appointed—a man, says Fordun, “prone to robbery and
rashness.” The Earl of Buchan married de Quenci’s daughter
Elizabeth, and on the death of de Quenci not only got him-
self installed High Constable of Scotland, but seized the
sole lordship of Western Galloway, which ought by feudal
right to have been divided among de Quenci’s three daughters.
Meanwhile, though the old Pictish gentry saw their lands pass-
ing rapidly into the hands of Norman lords, it was well for
the people that de Balliol and de Quenci proved enlightened
rulers. The prosperity which prevailed under them accounts
for the affection afterwards shown to their memory, and for the
course which the Gallovidians steered in the coming struggle.

De Quenci is generally believed to have made his chief
residence at Cruggleton Castle, though this is disputed by
the author of ‘Lands and their Owners in Galloway,’® who
stoutly maintains that the castle remained in the possession
of Kerle, a native chief, from whom he claims descent. Be
this as it may, nothing now remains of this ancient stronghold
but a fragment of vaulting, perched high on a cliff overlooking
Wigtown Bay. Distant about a quarter of a mile stands a
ruined church, lately repaired by the Marquis of Bute, which,
being built in the Norman style, must have been standing
before and during the rule of de Quenci.

5 Mr P. H. M‘Kerlie.
E
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De Balliol lived at Botel, now written Buittle,® where his
wife Devorguila gave birth to John de Balliol, the future
King of Scotland. Her husband died in 1269, but she
survived him for twenty-one years, during which she proved
a capable and considerate ruler.

¢ A bettyr lady than scho wes nane
In all the yle of Mare Bretane.” 7
Before the elder de Balliol’s death a successor had been
appointed to Comyn as Justiciar of Galloway, in the person
of Aymer de Maxwell, Chamberlain of Scotland, who also
held the office of Sheriff of Dumfries.

Devorguila inherited a full measure of the pious and con-
structive spirit of her ancestor Fergus. Chief among her
ecclesiastical achievements must be reckoned the Abbey of
Sweetheart (Abbacia Dulcis Cordis or Douxquer), now called
New Abbey, erected to her husband’s memory—best preserved
of all the ruins in the south-west. De Balliol had been
buried where he died, at Barnard Castle, but his widow

[13

caused his heart to be embalmed and placed in a “cophyne”

of ebony and silver, which she kept constantly beside her.
When she herself died in 1290 her husband’s heart, from
which the new abbey was named, was by her direction buried
with her at Sweetheart.’

6 From the Anglo-Saxon &o#/, a dwelling,—a word which yields such
names as Bootle in Lancashire, Harbottle in Northumberland, Newbattle,
Morebattle, &c. Of this once important building little now remains. It
stood on the Urr, about a mile from Dalbeattie.

7 Wyntoun, b. viil. c. 8 1. 1521. ‘“Mare”—z.e,, more, greater; an
early example of the phrase “Greater Britain.”

8 ¢ Scho fowdyt in to Gallway

Off Cystews [Cistercians] ordyre ane Abbay ;

Dulce-Cor scho gert thaim all,

That is Swet-Hart, that Abbay call :

And now the men off Gallway

Callys that sted the New Abbay.”—Wyntoun, b. viii. c. 8, 1. 1507.
The bulk of the people of Galloway at this time spoke Gaelic, though
the religious houses doubtless spread Saxon speech in their immediate
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Of Devorguila’s foundations for Black Friars at Wigtown
and for Grey Friars at Dumfries all traces have now been
swept away, except what may be recognised in such names
as Friars’ Vennel, the oldest street in Dumfries, and at Wig-
town the Monk Hill and its Gaelic equivalent, Drumanaghan.

Honoured as she is still in the south as the benefactress
of Balliol College, Oxford,—which was founded by her hus-
band, further endowed by provision in his will, and enriched
by gifts and bequests of Devorguila herself,—her most en-
during monument in the north is the stately bridge of nine
arches, a miracle of engineering in its day, spanning the Nith
at Dumfries, over which men still pass to and fro between
Galloway and Dumfriesshire—emblematic, it might seem, of
the bond which, after her demise, was to unite those hereditary
foes, the Picts of Galloway and the Britons of Strathclyde.
Yet before that union should be effected there was to come
a period of strife more bitter, more famous, and more lasting
in effect, than all the slayings and burnings that had yet
befallen North Britain.

Scotland had been industrious and become rich under the
long reigns of William the Lion and the second and third
Alexanders. She was now about to take the plunge into that
long period of civil strife and war with England which were
to reduce her so low that she became a by-word for poverty
among European nations,—a condition from which she was
never to rise until the legislative union with England should
be accomplished.

Dumfries figures prominently in the golden reign of Alex-
ander III. as the place of assembly for the royal fleet, which
the king brought together to subdue Magnus, King of Man.

neighbourhood. Close to Sweetheart Abbey is the mansion of Shambelly,
apparently so named in contrast to New Abbey, for it means seaz (shan)
baile, the old homestead or farm.
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The Norse king, Haco, having been crushed at the battle
of Largs in 1263, Alexander undertook in the following
year to put an end to the Norse dominion in the Isle of
Man. There is some discrepancy in the meagre accounts
preserved of how this was effected. Fordun says that Magnus
met Alexander at Dumfries and made submission to him there,
and there are traces in the Scottish Exchequer Rolls ? of diplo-
matic transactions conducted by Aymer de Maxwell, Sheriff
of Dumfries, and Alexander Comyn, Earl of Buchan, Sheriff
of Wigtown, who received payment for various embassies
sent to Man, and for the maintenance of Manx hostages.!
But there was hard fighting too, for Alexander the Steward
and John Comyn landed in Man in 1270, and slew Ivor,
who had usurped the throne. Ade, the son of Neson,
owner of Bardonan in Galloway, was killed in the king’s
service there; but, in the end, the kingdom of Man became
tributary to the Scottish Crown.

Alexander III. was killed in March 1286 by a fall from
his horse. All through his long reign he had maintained
cordial relations with his brother-in-law Edward I. of England,
and, though the independence of Scotland had been jealously
guarded, the subjects of .both kings bad lived at peace with
each other. There arose, of course, occasional disputes be-
tween the dwellers on the Marches; but these were settled
in course of law, or, where unusual bitterness arose, by
arbitration. There were no signs to foretell the centuries
of devastating war that were to follow.

Immediately after the king’s death six guardians were ap-

9 Vol. i. pp. 16, 22.

1 The Sheriff of Wigtown accounts in 1265 for the expenditure of forty
merks on the Castle of Wigtown propter adventum Novwagensium. Of
this castle nothing now remains above the. foundations, but it was then
one of the twenty-three royal fortresses maintained for the defence of
the realm.
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pointed to administer the realm in the name of Margaret,
the Maid of Norway, on whom the succession now devolved.
King Edward of England, with far-seeing sagacity, at once
began negotiations for her betrothal to his son, Prince Edward,
in the view of uniting the two crowns. King Eric of Norway,
the father of the infant queen, entered heartily into the project
—being, indeed, under considerable pecuniary obligations to
Edward ; and Otho de Grandison and William de Hothum
were sent as envoys to Rome, to obtain a bull of dispensation
for a contract of marriage. This was granted, and everything
promised fair for the fulfilment of King Edward’s felicitous
design.

But, before matters had gone thus far, Dumfriesshire and
Galloway had been dragged into civil war on behalf of Robert
de Brus, Lord of Annandale, afterwards to become known as
“the Competitor.” On September zo, 1286, certain nobles
assembled at Turnberry Castle, and entered on a bond of
mutual defence in order to secure the royal succession “ac-
cording to the ancient customs hitherto approved and observed
in the realm of Scotland.”? Not a word of the child Queen
Margaret. It was virtually a confederacy to set Robert de
Brus on the throne, and an attempt was immediately made
to effect this. All Scottish writers of the fourteenth century
are significantly silent on the subject of this outbreak, obvi-
ously from disinclination to record anything which it might be
contrary to the wishes of the reigning house to remember—
although Balliol made it part of his averment in pleading
before Edward in 1291. He stated that “when the bishops
and great men of Scotland had sworn to defend the kingdom
for their lady, the daughter of the Queen of Norway,

Sir Robert Bruce and the Earl of Carrick, his son, attacked
the Castle of Dumfries with fire and arms and banners dis-

2 Stevenson, vol. i, p. 22.
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played, and, against the peace, expelled the forces of the
queen who held the same. Hence Sir Robert advanced to
the Castle of Botil.> He then caused a proclamation to be
made by one Patrick M‘Guffok within the bailiary of the said
castle. . . . Furthermore, the Earl of Carrick, by the assent
and power of his father, took the Lady of Scotland’s Castle of
Wigtown, and killed several of her people there.”
- A few fragments of evidence in support of Balliol’s allega-
tion have been preserved to our day. The lands of Bar-
donan in Galloway, a royal ward, were reported by Sir
William de St Clair, Sheriff of Dumfries, to have lain
uncultivated for two years because of the war ensuing on
King Alexander’s death.® A similar report was made of
the Crown lands in Wigtownshire by the sheriff, John
Comyn, Earl of Buchan, with the additional note that the
war was raised by the Earl of Carrick.® Further, thanks
to the delightfully gossiping manner in which it was the
fashion in those days to keep the public accounts, we are
informed that the reason for increased expenditure on the
castles of Dumfries,” Edinburgh, Jedburgh, and Ayr at this
time was owing to the breaking out of war.®

But indeed there were more substantial grounds for this

3 Now Buittle, Balliol’s residence in Galloway.

4 Palgrave, p. Ixxx.

5 Exchequer Rolls of Scotland, vol. i. p. 35.

6 Ibid., p. 39. The Earl of Carrick was the son of Robert de Brus,
Lord of Annandale, and obtained this historic earldom by his marriage
with Marjorie, daughter of Niall, Nigel, or Neil, Earl of Carrick and
great-grandson of Fergus, Lord of Galloway. She was also the widow
of Adam of Kilconquhar, and it is said that she met young Robert de
‘Brus one day returning from hunting, invited or compelled him to return
with her to her Castle of Turnberry, where after fifteen days’ dalliance
she married him. The offspring of this marriage became Robert I.
of Scotland.

7 See Note B, The Castle of Dumfries, p. 101.

8 Exchequer Rolls of Scotland, vol. i. pp. 37, 38, 42, 44.
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rising than Lord Hailes was willing to admit on the evidence
then before him. It would lead us too far away from the
immediate affairs of the south-west to examine the special
claims advanced on the part of de Brus, but this at least
may be mentioned, that in 1238 Alexander II., being then
an old man and despairing of issue, did, in presence of the
Great Council of the nation, and with the approval of the
prelates and barons assembled in Parliament, designate
Robert de Brus, Lord of Annandale, as his heir in the
kingdom of Scotland, being his nearest of kin. Whereupon
the lords present, on command of the king, did fealty and
homage to de Brus. All which was plainly set forth in the
Appeal of the Seven Earls to Edward I1.°

Meanwhile Edward I, who was in France, was pushing
forward the preparations for the betrothal of Prince Edward
and Queen Margaret. Terms, alike satisfactory to the in-
terests of Scotland and England, were fixed by the treaty
of Salisbury, November 6, 1289, and ratified at the Par-
liament of Birgham on March 14 following. Among those
present at Birgham especially representing the people of
Dumfriesshire and Galloway were Henry, Bishop of Gal-
loway, John Comyn, Earl of Buchan, Robert de Brus, Earl
of Carrick; the abbots of Glenluce, Dundrennan, and Tung-
land ; the Prior of Whithorn; and the following barons :
Robert de Brus, Lord of Annandale, Ingram de Balliol,
Herbert de Maxwell, William de St Clair, Sheriff of Dum-
fries, William de Douglas, and William de Soulis.

Within a month of the conference at Birgham a ship
was despatched from Yarmouth to bring Queen Margaret
to the land of her espousals. She embarked safely at Bergen,
but died somewhere off the Orkney Islands, and the Crown
of Scotland was left in dispute between no fewer than thirteen

¢ Palgrave, pp. viii-xlix and 14-23.
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claimants. These were ultimately reduced to three, of whom
one was a lord of Galloway, another of Dumfriesshire. John
de Balliol, a baron of vast possessions in England and France,
claimed the Crown in right of descent from Margaret, his
maternal grandmother, wife of Alan, and mother of Devor-
guila. Margaret was the eldest daughter of "“David, Earl
of Huntingdon, brother of William the Lion, and grandson
of David I. Robert de Brus, Lord of Annandale,! asserted
a nearer claim, inasmuch as his mother Isabel was the second
daughter of the Earl of Huntingdon. With the third principal
claimant, Hastings, son of Huntingdon’s third daughter, we
have here no concern. The dispute was referred to the
arbitrament of the King of England, who was acknowledged
pro hic vice Lord Paramount of Scotland. He summoned a
court composed of forty members chosen by Balliol, a like
number by Bruce, and twenty-four nominated by himself, which
assembled at Norham, June 3, 1291. Their judgment was
given- on October 14, 1292, to the effect that “in every
heritable succession, the more remote by one degree, lineally
descended from the eldest sister, was preferable to the nearer
in degree issuing from the second sister.” Edward gave
his award conformably in favour of Balliol, whose claim
was, indeed, incontestable according to the principles of
modern law, though not without doubt according to feudal
practice, so far as then established: on November 19, John
de Balliol, Lord of Galloway, received sasine of the kingdom,
and was crowned at Scone on the 3oth, St Andrew’s Day.

But the fatal admission of English suzerainty had been
made, of which the effect, though unforeseen at the time
by the Scottish king and nobles, was soon to appear. Cases
were carried on appeal from the Scottish Court of Balliol
to that of his superior, Edward, at Westminster, which could

1 See Note C, The Bruce Pedigree, p. 102.
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only have one result—the actual, as well as the nominal,
subjection of Scotland to England. In 1295 Balliol, under
pressure of his barons and fired with a momentary spirit,
renounced his homage to Edward, having already made
alliance with Philip, King of France, then at war with the
English. In the following month of February 1296 Edward
summoned an army to assemble at Newcastle-on-Tyne, in-
tending a descent on Scotland. At the same time, in order
to create a diversion in his own favour in Galloway, he
produced Thomas, the bastard son of Alan, Lord of Gal-
loway, who had been in obscurity in England, if not in
prison, for more than fifty years. This Thomas, it will
be remembered, had once been desired by the people of
Galloway to rule over them rather than allow the province
to be divided among the daughters of Alan. So on March
6 Edward issued a proclamation as Overlord of Scotland
to the good men and whole community of Galloway, sig-
nifying that at the request of Thomas he had consented
to grant all their liberties and customs, as they and their
ancestors held these in the time of King David and Lord
Alan, and that he would consider as to relaxation or re-
mission of their rents, which they had asked by the said
Thomas.? A most diplomatic document this, and one that
was to bear useful fruit to the English cause for many a
year. ‘

Balliol was as prompt as Edward in the matter of invasion.
On March 26, 1296, the Earl of Buchan led Balliol's army
to the invasion of Cumberland. Repulsed at Carlisle on
the 28th, he marched into Northumberland and burned
Hexham and Corebridge. Simultaneously Edward swept
across the eastern Border, stormed Berwick with frightful
slaughter, seized Roxburgh, Jedburgh, Dunbar, and Edin-

2 Bain, vol. ii. p. 168.
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burgh, and was allowed to enter Stirling, Perth, and Scone
almost without opposition. On July 10, 1296, Balliol ab-
dicated in his favour, was carried captive to London, and
appeared no more in public life.

On September 8 Henry de Percy was appointed Warden
of Galloway and custodian of the castles of Ayr, Wigtown,
Cruggleton, and Buittle. The last named, having been the
chief seat of the Balliol family in Scotland, now became
a royal fortress.

In the spring of 1297 began the brief and brilliant career
of him whose memory is more dearly and proudly cherished
by Scotsmen than that of any other. Unfortunately, although
the scenes of some of Wallace’s earliest exploits are said to
have been in Dumfriesshire, there are no trustworthy authori-
ties to rely on, Blind Harry, who lived two centuries later,
being the only one who has compiled a consecutive narrative.
His poem is full of stirring events; but as there are many
points in which his accuracy has been easily disproved, he is
of little account as an authority. At Knockwood, in the
parish of Kirkmichael, are some large stones called the Six
Corses, and here it is said that Wallace, with a small party
of sixteen swords, put to flight a company under Sir Richard
Morland, who perished there with five others. After this he
surprised the Castle of Lochmaben, then occupied by an
English garrison, while its lord, the father of Robert I., was
acting as Edward’s governor of Carlisle® At the same time
Sir William de Douglas is supposed to have captured the keep
of Durisdeer in Nithsdale.*

The stronger fortress of Sanquhar ® was not far up the valley.

3 Bain, vol. ii. p. 166.

4 No part of this castle remains standing. It stood on the farm of Castle
Hill, about 500 yards from Durisdeer church.

5 The importance of this position, as commanding the passes into Upper
Nithsdale, was recognised from the earliest times. Its name, Sanquhar
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To secure this we are told that Douglas had recourse to strata-
gem. One Anderson, who supplied the garrison with fuel,
was bribed to lend his clothes to one of Douglas’s men, Dick-
son, to whom, disguised as a woodman and leading a "load of
fagots, the gate was opened. Dickson stabbed the porter and
blew his horn, whereupon Douglas and his men swarmed over
the drawbridge and overpowered the garrison. Every man in
the place, including the captain, was put to the sword.® Next,
Lord Clifford, then stationed at Lochmaben, and John de St
John, governor of Dumfries, beleaguered Douglas in the castle
he had seized ; but Wallace, hastening from the Lothians, raised
the siege and drove the English before him to. Dumfries, and
thence to Cockpool on the Solway. That night Wallace rested
at Caerlaverock, the house of Sir Herbert de Maxwell, who
probably favoured the lost cause of Balliol—the representative
of national independence—although with the great majority of
Scottish barons he had sworn fealty to Edward and signed the
Ragman Roll

This was probably the last appearance of Wallace in Dum-
friesshire.” The Lord of Annandale had resigned the earldom

(pron. Sanker), as already remarked, signifies in Gaelic sean cathair (shan
caer), the old fort. It is probably the Caer Rywg of Taliessin’s poem, a
name preserved in the Crawick Water, which joins the Nith at Sanquhar.
The same chief’s name appears in Saxon at Roxburgh, of old Rokisburh,
Rywg’s fort.

6 The ruins of Sanquhar Castle may be seen on the west side of the
Glasgow and South-Western Railway, near the town.

7 The only record of Wallace having entered Galloway is that contained
in the rhymes of Blind Harry. He describes how with Stewyn (Stephen)
of Ireland and Kerlé (whose name is preserved in the modern form
M‘Kerlie) he captured a palisaded stronghold in that province :—

‘¢ A strength thar was on the wattir of Cre
Within a rock, rycht stalwart wrocht of tre.”

There is a place on the Cree in Minnigaff parish called Wallace’s camp, but
nothing remains to show how it got the name, and Blind Harry’s unsup-
ported authority cannot be accepted.
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of Carrick to his son, who in 1297 was twenty-three years of
age. This young lord, the future king, was summoned to
Carlisle, of which his father was still governor, and there swore
on the consecrated host and the sword of Becket that he
would be faithful and vigilant in the service of King Edward.
He proved his sincerity by making a raid on the lands of Sir
William de Douglas, then in arms with Wallace, but, accord-
ing to Hemingburgh, promptly repented of an oath which he
said had been extorted by force, and joined the Scottish army.®
But he was among those barons who capitulated to de Clifford
and de Percy at Irvine on July 9, 1297, giving his daughter
Marjory as hostage for his fidelity to the English king, enter-
ing the service and drawing the pay of Edward. He had, .
therefore, no part in Wallace’s glorious victory over Surrey
and Cressingham at Stirling bridge. Sir William Douglas also
submitted with Bruce at Irvine, but, though he voluntarily
“surrendered to his parole at Berwick, did not produce his
hostages on the appointed day, and was imprisoned in irons.?
From Berwick he was removed to the Tower, where he
languished till his death, some time before January zo,
1298-99, when the king restored to his widow the dower
lands of her first husband, William de Ferrars.!

When Edward I. sailed on his expedition to Flanders in
August 1297, he released many Scottish knights who had
been taken at Dunbar, on condition of their serving with
him. Among these were five Comyns, including John ‘“the
Red,” younger of Badenoch, and Sir Richard de Siward, for-
merly governor of Dumfries Castle.

More horrible was the fate of eleven wretched men of
Galloway, who were confined in Lochmaben Castle during
Wallace’s operations as pledges of the loyalty of their province.

8 Hemingburgh, vol. i. p. 119. ? Stevenson, vol. ii. p. 205, note.
1 Ibid., p. 269.
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They entered the gates of that terrible fortress in September
1297 : only one of them left it alive, for by September 8,
1300, all the rest had found relief from their sufferings in
death. Yet they were not confined as criminals, but as
hostages, to whom the custom of war prescribed hospitable
treatment. Their names were Lachlan Maclachlan ; Donald,
son of Thomas Acarson; Martin, son of Yvo of Slotham;
John MacWilliam ¢ Brownbeard ” ; Gilpatrick Macbreck, son
of MacRory; Niven MacThomas, son of MacRory; Andrew
MacEwen MacGill Rory; Matthew Macmorris MacSalvi
Yvo filius Schephert de Killo Osbern (Closeburn); John,
son of Duncan Makhou; and (the sole survivor) Robert
MacMaster.?

After his crushing defeat at Falkirk in July 1298, Wallace
resigned the title of Governor of Scotland. For some time
after that the Earl of Carrick acted a very dubious part.
Hemingburgh says that ¢ when he heard of the king’s coming
[westward after Falkirk], he fled from his face and burnt the
Castle of Ayr which he held.” But the testimony of both
English and Scottish chroniclers is of little value, for it was
the object of both, with different motives, to make it appear
that Bruce attached himself early to the national cause. There
is extant a letter® written by Bruce from Turnberry Castle on
July 3, apparently in this year, to Sir John de Langton, Chan-
cellor of England, begging a renewal of the protection to three
knights who were with him on the king’s service in Galloway.
Again, in another document,* undated, but apparently written
in the late autumn of 1298, Bruce is commanded by King
Edward to bring rooo picked men of Galloway and Carrick

2 Letters from the Northern Registers, p. 187.

3 Calendar of Documents, vol. ii. p. 255. Carrick was then reckoned
a part of Galloway.

4 Stevenson, vol. ii. p. 268,
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to join an expedition about to be made into Scotland. How-
ever, as there is some doubt about the date of these papers,
Bruce’s attitude during 1298 must be held to be uncertain.
It is to be noted, however, that when Edward, on returning
to England after his victory at Falkirk, made grants of land
in Scotland to his followers, Annandale and Carrick, held by
the elder 5 and younger Bruce, were not among the lands so
disposed of. Nevertheless, the Bruces do not seem to have
been in possession of Annandale at this time, for in 1299 Sir
Alan Fitz Warin defended Lochmaben Castle against the Earl
of Carrick from 1st to 25th August.® This was the imme-
diate outcome of a notable arrangement come to during that
summer, whereby the Earl of Carrick (whom, to avoid con-
fusion, I may hereafter designate by his modern title of Bruce),
William de Lamberton, Bishop of St Andrews, and John
Comyn of Badenoch (the “Red Comyn”) constituted them-
selves guardians of Scotland in the name of King John (de
Balliol).  Bruce, as the principal guardian, was to have
custody of the castles, but he appears to have been still
wavering, for we hear nothing definite of his movements till
after the year 1300, when Edward led the flower of his
chivalry to the invasion of Dumfries and Galloway.

The siege of Caerlaverock, the chief castle of Sir John de
Maxwell,” has been made famous by the pen of a scribe
who accompanied the host, and has left a metrical catalogue

5 The Lord of Annandale, Robert de Brus “le viel,” was removed by
Edward from the governorship of Carlisle in October 1297 (Bain, vol. ii.
P- 244). In June following his property in England was distrained for
debts owing to the king amounting to £2254, 14s. (Stevenson, vol. ii. p.
285). It is interesting to note that Hatfield, now the property and resi-
dence of the Marquis of Salisbury, was at that time part of the de Brus
estates.

6 Bain, vol. ii. p. 283.

7 It is still in the possession of this family, in the person of Lord
Herries.
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of all the knights who took part in it and their armorial
bearings.8

Leaving the main body at Carlisle, early in June the king
rode forward to Dumfries with a small force and remained
some days the guest of the Minorite Friars. Returning to
Carlisle, he led his army across the Border, June 24 and 26,
laying waste Annandale. Early in July Edward laid siege to
the Castle of Caerlaverock with 3000 men. Its lord,® Sir
John de Maxwell, was absent, but bravely did his garrison
do their duty. “The gleam of gold and silver,” says the
anonymous poet, “and the radiance of rich colours displayed
by the embattled host, illuminated the valley which they
occupied. . . . Those of the castle seeing us arrive, might,
as I well believe, deem that they were in greater peril than
they could ever before remember.” Notwithstanding, they
showed no signs of fear, and kept up such a constant shower
of great stones upon the escalading parties that the gay coats
of many of the English knights were sorely damaged, and
some were killed. But the English king was too good a

8 ¢ Caerlaverock was so strong a castle that it did not fear a siege;
therefore the king came himself, because it would not consent to surrender.
But it was always furnished for its defence, whenever it was required, with
men, engines, and provisions. . . . It had good walls and good ditches,
filled to the edge with water, and I believe there never was seen a castle
more beautifully situated, for at once could be seen the Irish Sea to the
west, and to the north a fine country surrounded by an arm of the sea, so
that no born creature could approach it on two sides without putting him-
self in danger of the sea. Towards the south it was not easy, because
there were many dangerous defiles of wood, marsh, and ditches, . . . and
therefore it was necessary for the host to approach from the east, where
the hill slopes.”—Siege of Caerlaverock, translated. Sir Walter Scott is
said to have taken his description in ‘Ivanhoe’ of the siege of Front-de-
Beeuf’s castle from this chronicle.

9 It is not certain whether the siege in 1300 took place in the lifetime
of Sir Herbert, fifth lord of Maxwell and third of Caerlaverock, or after
the succession of his son Sir John. The latter surrendered to Edward,
with Comyn and other barons, at Strathord on February 9, 1303-4.
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soldier to attempt to carry such a strong place without all
the latest appliances. His siege-train, besides battering-rams,
contained robinets and catapults, which threw such a weight
of stones into the place night and day that at the end of the
second day the besieged were fain to capitulate. A white flag
was displayed from a loophole of the gate tower; an English
arrow passed through the hand of him who held it and pinned
it to his face. The garrison surrendered on July 12 to the
king’s mercy, and marched out, when, to the astonishment of
the besiegers, it was found to consist of no more than sixty
fighting men. One would like to know the fate of these
gallant fellows. The poet says their lives were spared by the
clemency of ‘the king, but the Chronicle of Lanercost relates
that many of them were hung from the trees near the castle-—
a proceeding too much in character with the grim realities of
war in the thirteenth century.!

It has commonly been asserted and believed that the castle
thus besieged and dismantled by Edward stood some hundred
yards to the south of the present ruin, where there are re-
mains of earthworks; but this is not the case. The poem
above quoted describes the building as being in the figure
of a shield with three sides, and a tower on each angle,
one of these a jumellated or double one of such dimensions
as to receive the gate and drawbridge. That is a precise
description of the castle as it now remains, with numerous
later additions ; and the curtain walls connecting the towers
are of a style earlier than the fourteenth century. Edward

1 In the previous year, 1299, Robert de Felton informed King Edward
that the garrison of Caerlaverock had been doing great damage to his
garrison of Lochmaben and the country round, but that on the Sunday
after Michaelmas the English had a great success against them, and that,
at the moment of writing, the head of Robert de Conigham, constable of
Caerlaverock Castle, was set on the great tower of Lochmaben.—Bain,
vol. ii. p. 279.
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contented himself here, as at Dirleton, by throwing down
the towers; and the outer walls now standing are the very
same which he battered with his catapults and robinets.
From Caerlaverock the king’s army advanced to Dumfries,
and, defiling across Devorguila’s beautiful bridge, entered
Galloway. “Mountains and valleys,” writes the fluent bard,
“seemed suddenly alive with sumpter-horses, waggons with
provisions, tents, and pavilions. Afar off was heard the
neighing of his horses, many a beautiful pennon fluttering
over the lances, many a banner displayed; and the days
being fine and long, he rode leisurely to Kirkcudbright.”
But the destructive policy he had pursued in Annandale,
the country of the Bruce, was for some reason completely
reversed in Galloway, probably because the king found the
people well disposed towards himself as the patron of Thomas
of Galloway. All supplies were scrupulously paid for, and
the abundance in which these were forthcoming testifies to
the prosperity attained by the province under the rule of
Balliol and Buchan. Cargoes of wheat, more than the mills
near Dumfries could grind, were exported to Cumberland
and Ireland for manufacture into flour, to be reshipped
thence for the supply of his garrisons and of an army in
the north.2 From Kirkcudbright the king advanced as far
as Cally, where his sojourn is perhaps commemorated in
the name of a field on Enrick, called Palace Yard. From
this place he sent detachments into Wigtownshire, receiving
submission from the powerful native clan of MacDoualls,?

2 From the Wardrobe Accounts the following prices appear to have been
current : a whole ox, 5s. to 6s. 8d.; fat pigs, 2s. 2d. to 3s. 9d.; barley-
malt, 4s. 4d. the qr.; oat-malt, 2s. 9d. ; wheat-flour, 7s. ; beans, 5s.; peas,
2s. 9d. ; strong ale, 12s., 16s., 18s. the butt ; small-beer, 8s. ; vinum clarum
(claret), £1, 10s. the hogshead ; winum expensabile (vin ordinaire), 40 hogs-
heads for £3, 18s. 4d.—less than a penny a gallon.

3 See Note D, The Macdoualls, p. 103.

F



82 INTERVENTION OF THE POPE. [1300.

and returned to Dumfriesshire, passing the night of August 24
at Dousquer—Sweetheart Abbey.

Wallace had made appeal for the intervention of Pope
Boniface VIIIL in order to save Scotland from passing per-
manently under English dominion, in consequence of which
the Pope directed a bull to King Edward, claiming Scotland
as the immemorial fief of the Holy See, and calling upon
him to desist from his conquests in that land. This docu-
ment was handed to the king at Caerlaverock, and, though
it could not have been agreeable to him to be interfered
with thus, he complied with it so far as to begin negotiations
for a truce. He remained with his Court at Dumfries until
the end of October. A truce having been signed on the 3oth
of that month until Whitsunday following, Edward withdrew
with his army into England, but left garrisons in those
fortresses which he held on Scottish soil. The truce of
Dumfries was afterwards prolonged till the end of November
1302.

But this truce was little regarded by some of the champions
of independence. Sir Robert de Tilliol, governor of Loch-
maben Castle, wrote to King Edward in September 1301,
beseeching him to send reinforcements to enable him to
resist Sir John de Soulis, Sir Simon Fraser, the Earl of
Buchan, and others whom he names. He undertakes to
hold the king’s castle if 100 horsemen are sent him.* This
seems a modest request, considering the forces opposed to
him ; for later in the same month he reports that Sir John
de Soulis and Sir Ingelram de Umfraville came with 240
men-at-arms and 7oo0o0 foot, “e nous ardyrent nostre vile et
assalyrent nostre pele demyway prime dekes a houre de
noune, e puis sen partirent de nous e halerent logere pres
de Annand et ardyrent e preyerent le pays la entore” (burnt

4 Stevenson, vol. ii. p. 431.
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for us our town and assailed our peel from the middle of
prime till the hour of nones, and then they left us and
went to lodge near Annan, and burnt and pillaged the
country round about). They returned to the attack on the
morrow, when Sir David de Brechin and Sir John de Vaus
(Vans) were wounded, and many of their men killed. In
the evening they moved off towards Dalswinton, and so
through Nithsdale to Galloway.’

The Prince of Wales, who, had fortune favoured King
Edward’s diplomacy, would have been long ere this the
consort of the Queen of Scotland, visited Dumfries in 13071 ;
and the following extracts from his household accounts show
the stages in his journey :—

Annan, Monday, October 17 ; b . total £31 15 7

Blacksauch, " 18 5 ? S 29 17 10

% The same
daily average.

Caerlaverock, November 2 . . : Sl 37, 3 oMb

Dumfries, Wednesday 19 till November 1

A curious incident connected with this journey is related in
a letter from William de Dorem to King Edward. He says
that a spy came to him at Peebles- from Nithsdale, and
warned him of a gathering of Galloway men about to take
place at Glencairn. They had told the spy that they had
heard it was the intention of the Prince of Wales to visit
St Ninian’s shrine at Whithorn, so they had removed the
image of the saint to New Abbey, and on the next morn-
ing when they looked for it, lo! it had gone back to
Whithorn.”

All this time Bruce, as one of the guardians of Scotland
in the name of King John, was bound to hostility with

5 Stevenson, vol. ii. p. 432. 6 Bain, vol. ii. p. 299,
7 Ibid., p. 31I.
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England. Nevertheless, on February 16, 1302, King Ed-
ward, being then at Roxburgh, granted pardon, at the in-
stance of the Earl of Carrick, to one Hector Askeloc for
the slaughter of Cuthbert of Galloway ;® and before the end
of April following Bruce and his Carrick tenants had been
received to the king’s peace.® It is not difficult to divine
the reason for Bruce’s latest change of front. His father,
the old Lord of Annandale, was approaching his end, and
resistance to Edward would certainly have interfered with
Bruce’s peaceable succession to the English estates. But it
is not very pleasant to know that, at that very time (April 6,
1302), King Philip of France was writing a letter! to Bruce
and the other guardians, acknowledging receipt of their en-
voys, letters, and messages, praising them for their constancy
to King John, and urging them to persevere. Considering
the risks of the road, he refrains from putting into writing
his proposals for their assistance, but he has told all to the
Bishop of St Andrews, for whom he asks full credence. The
precaution was not superfluous. This letter fell into Edward’s
hands, probably some years later, when Bishop Lamberton
was taken prisoner. Meanwhile Bruce was on the best of
terms with Edward, which saved Dumfriesshire from suffering
by the invasion of 1302. Thereafter Comyn and Bishop
Lamberton continued to act as guardians without his assist-
ance. Bruce received orders on May 12, 1303, to join King
Edward at Roxburgh with all the men-at-arms he can muster
and 1000 foot from Carrick and Galloway.? On July 14
he received an advance of wages from the king,® and during
this year he was the king’s Sheriff of Lanark * and governor
of Ayr Castle® Comyn, Sir John de Maxwell, James the
Steward, and others, were still in arms in the north; but

8 Bain, vol. ii. p. 328. 9 Ibid., p. 331. i 1 Ibid., p. 330.
? Ibid., p. 348. 3 Ibid., p. 355. ¢ Ibid., p. 372. % Ibid., p. 377.
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they surrendered on terms in February 1304, leaving Stirling
Castle to its fate and Sir William Wallace to carry on an
irregular warfare in Menteith and the Lennox. On March 3
King Edward wrote to Bruce, applauding his diligence in
hunting the patriots, and urging him earnestly “as the cloak
is well made, so also make the hood.”

The Earl of Carrick attended King Edward’s parliament
held at St Andrews in mid-Lent; but his father, the old
Lord of Annandale, dying at this time, he went to London
and Essex to collect his rents and secure his succession.
On April 16 the king wrote thanking him for sending on
engines for the siege of Stirling;7 on June 14, having done
fealty, he was served heir;® and on June 1% his debts to
the king were respited.? The motives of Bruce’s conduct
appear only too clearly on a perusal of these documents.
The lustre which afterwards gathered round his arms, and
the gratitude of his countrymen for setting free their land
from the English yoke, have caused every historian to cast
about for excuses to palliate his vacillation at this time, his
desertion of Wallace, whose cause was identical with what
he afterwards made his own, and his assassination of the
Red Comyn in the Greyfriars Church at Dumfries. It is not
possible to accept without reserve Fordun’s and Wyntoun’s cir-
cumstantial story how it was Comyn who first proposed that
Bruce should seize the Scottish throne, to which, after Balliol,
he (Comyn) had the nearest claim; how Comyn afterwards
betrayed the design to Edward; how Bruce, warned by his
kinsman the Earl of Gloucester, who sent him the significant
present of a pair of spurs, rode from London to Lochmaben
in seven days; and how he intercepted a messenger carrying
despaLtches from Comyn to Edward, which, being read, re-

§ Bain, vol. ii. p. 383. 7 Stevenson, vol. ii. p. 482.
8 Bain, vol. ii. p. 403. Y Tbid.
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vealed to him the duplicity of his pretended ally. As David
Macpherson, the eighteenth-century editor.of Wyntoun, has
shrewdly observed, all this has the air of a fable contrived to
find justification of Bruce’s murder of Comyn. The common
object of Barbour, Fordun, and Wyntoun, as Scottish writers,
was to make Bruce a hero and Edward a monster of iniquity.
One writer after another has adopted and improved on this
story, but it forms a significant comment on its veracity that
later writers give it far more circumstantially than the earlier.
The most likely explanation is that Bruce, being of Nor-
man descent, and holding extensive lands in England, was
inclined by self-interest to support his English liege lord in
making one realm of Scotland and England. This he did,
openly or secretly, for seven years after the capitulation of
Irvine. But when in 1304 his father died, and Bruce became
himself the representative of the claim of his line to the -
throne, a broader horizon opened before him. By espousing
the national Scottish cause he would, if successful, himself
become a king, and it was with this in view that he entered
in the same year into a secret treaty with William of Lam-
berton, Bishop of St Andrews. Notwithstanding this, he
appeared at Westminster on September 16, 1305, three weeks
after the execution of Wallace, as one of the nine Commis-
sioners from Scotland summoned by Edward to settle the
future government of that kingdom.! Not only so, but we
have the actual terms of the oath which Bruce and the other
Commissioners swore on our Lord’s body, the holy relics,

! King Edward’s nephew, John de Bretaigne, was appointed Lieutenant
and Warden of Scotland. Four pairs of justiciaries were gazetted to preside
respectively over Lothian, Galloway, the district between the Forth and the
Mounth, and that beyond the Mounth. Those for Galloway were Sir Roger
de Kirkpatrick and Sir Walter de Burghdon. Sheriffs were appointed for
all the counties, Sir Richard de Siward being made Sheriff of Dumfries, and
Thomas M‘Culloch (Makhulagh) Sheriff of Wigtown (Bain, vol. ii. p. 458).
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and the holy Gospels to give good advice for maintaining
the peace of the king’s dominions, especially in Scotland ;
to reveal loyally any hindrance they might know to the good
government of Scotland; and, among other things, neither
for hatred, affinity or other matter, oath or alliance heretofore
made, to withhold counsel to their utmost knowledge and
power. Nothing is more startling in the records of these
times than the readiness of great men to perjure themselves,
except, perhaps, the importance which statesmen continued
to attach to the security of oaths.

Information of Bruce’s secret treaty with Lamberton seems
to have come, whether by Comyn or another, to the ears of
Edward, whereupon Bruce beat a hasty retreat from London
and ensconced himself in his Castle of Lochmaben.

The version of what followed given by Sir Thomas Gray in
his ¢Scalacronica’ has not received the attention it deserves,
coming from so high an authority. Writing as a prisoner of
war in Edinburgh Castle in 1355, Gray, whose father, also
Sir Thomas Gray, was one of Edward’s bravest officers, de-
clares that Bruce sent his two brothers, Thomas and Nigel,
from Lochmaben to Dalswinton, to invite ]ohh Comyn to
meet him in Dumfries, and give him an interview in the
Church of Greyfriars. He directed his brothers to ride with
Comyn, attack him and put him to death. They, however,
were so hospitably and courteously entertained by their in-
tended victim, that they could not bring themselves to hurt
him, but brought him unharmed to Dumfries. ‘Leave him
to me!” said Bruce, on hearing their story, and went to find
Comyn in the church. Then Bruce proposed to Comyn
that either he should support Comyn in his claim to the
throne and receive Comyn’s lands in consideration for his
help, or that Comyn should support Bruce and receive the
Bruce estates. “I will never be false to my fealty to King
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Edward,” replied Comyn. ¢Is that so?” cried Bruce; “I
had different hopes of you, from what you and yours have
told me. Since living thou wilt not do my will—take thy
guerdon!” and stabbed him to the heart.

Now, whether it was by accident, as Fordun declares, or
by agreement, as Gray affirms, that Bruce met John Comyn of
Badenoch in the Greyfriars Church at Dumfries, or whether, as
Wyntoun asserts, Bruce rode in from Lochmaben on purpose to
confront Comyn and charge him with treachery, the fact alone
is certain that they did meet there on February 10, 1306,
that Bruce stabbed Comyn, and then fled from the church.
Outside he met Sir Roger de Kirkpatrick of Closeburn? and
Sir John de Lindsay, to whom he said, “I must be gone, for
I doubt I have slain Comyn.” These two then hastened into
the church and found the wounded man, whom the friars had
carried behind the altar. Comyn, in reply to the inquiry if
he thought he was mortally wounded, said that he was not.
“Then,” exclaimed Kirkpatrick, “Ill mak siccar [sure]!”
and plunged a dagger in his heart. Old Sir Robert Comyn,
uncle to John, coming to his rescue, was also slain.?

It requires all our admiration for the subsequent gallantry
of Bruce, and all our enthusiasm for the cause which he led,
to enable us to forget this deed of blood, which, if, as there
is too much reason to suppose, it was committed ‘under

2 Hailes says it was Gospatric de Kirkpatrick, but the general belief is
that it was Kirkpatrick of Closeburn, the newly appointed justiciary. The
Lyon King-of-Arms of Scotland has indorsed the popular belief by con-
ferring on the Kirkpatricks of Closeburn, as their crest, a hand holding a
dagger, distilling drops of blood, and the motto ‘‘ I make sure.”

3 Mr William M‘Dowall, writing his ¢ History of the Burgh of Dum-
fries,” 1867, says that a fragment of old Greyfriars’ Church still remained
at that time incorporated in the kitchen of the “Kicking Horse” public-
house, in Friars’ Vennel. This tavern has since been pulled down, and
the only trace left of this historic building exists in the name of the
street.
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tryst,” was in the last degree heinous, even according to the
lenient judgment of those times. Its immediate effect upon
Bruce was to give him what he never had before—a single
purpose. He had forfeited the favour of his English sovereign,
often imperilled as it had been already: he had established
a blood-feud with the powerful family of Comyn : henceforth
he must secure his own safety by throwing himself with all
his might into the national cause. Within six weeks of the
murder he was crowned King of Scotland at Scone, March
27. Two days later the ceremony was repeated, owing to
an unexpected occurrence. Isabel, wife of John Comyn,
Earl of Buchan, claimed her right, as the daughter of the
Macduff, to place the crown on the new king’s brow. Her
brother, the Earl of Fife, was in the English interest, and her
husband was so furious against her as to demand her execu-
tion; but King Edward interposed on her behalf, and she
was sentenced to be confined in a cage at Berwick, in which
she remained captive for seven years. Bruce’s wife, Elizabeth
de Burgh, his daughter Marjory, and his sister Christine, were
taken in sanctuary at Tain, and sent prisoners to England.
Another of his sisters, Mary, was placed in a cage at Rox-
burgh.® Nigel, his youngest brother, was hanged and be-

4 In March 1306-7 King Edward pardoned Geoffrey de Coigners, at the
request of his Queen Margaret, for concealing a certain coronet of gold
with which Robert de Brus had caused himself to be crowned (Fcedera,
i. 1012).

5 It was ordained that three of these ladies should be confined in * kages,”
but these were not such barbarous structures as might be imagined from
the name. It was directed that the Countess of Buchan’s cage was to be
constructed within a turret of Berwick Castle, made of lattice - work
strengthened with iron. The countess was never to be allowed to leave
it, nor to speak to any Scots man or woman; but she was to have two
women to wait on her, and the cage was to be furnished like a comfortable
chamber (‘g la kage soit ensi faite §la Contesse y eit eesement de
chambre cortoise ”). The Princess Marjory was not so rigorously treated,
for in the following March the Prior of Wattone had custody of her, and
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headed at Berwick, and Christopher Seton, his brother-in-law,
at Dumfries.® Thomas and Alexander, two other brothers,
landing in Loch Ryan, were taken by Dougal MacDouall
and sent to Carlisle, where they were promptly executed.
MacDouall’s son was rewarded by King Edward with the
gift in marriage of the heiress of Hugh de Champaigne.

Besides these victims there was terrible vengeance wreaked
upon those taken in arms against King Edward. Sir John de
Seton, who after Bruce’s flight from Dumfries held the new
Castle of Tibbers,” built by Sir Richard de Siward in 1298,
was summarily drawn and hanged at Newcastle-on-Tyne, to-
gether with fifteen knights and others taken with him.

Dumfries Castle was taken from Bruce’s men on March 3
by some men of Galloway under Gilbert, son of the Lord
Dovenald.®

Bruce, luckily, had not taken refuge at Tibbers or Dumfries,
but he was now a fugitive, and sought shelter in the Highlands.
Before his coronation, however, he had received absolution
from his old ally Bishop Wishart of Glasgow, who admitted
afterwards that he communicated the<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>